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We can only imagine how devastated Mary was, as she made her way to the tomb.

It was only a few days since she witnessed the suffering and pain of a cross.

Jesus – the one who spoke about God’s love and light – had died and died horribly.

Mary had probably seen such a sight before – for she lived in a violent world.

Crucifixions were after all a common sight as Rome flexed its military muscle…
As Jesus died on the cross, so did Mary’s dreams and hopes for the future.

In the darkness – John’s gospel ominously narrates – Mary of Magdala went to the tomb.
There, she was met with further despair... the tomb was empty!

An empty tomb was a further disgrace – a further desecration and insult.

As if crucifixion wasn’t humiliating enough, someone had robbed the body… it was too much.

Where was God in the midst of all the horrible things that were happening in Mary’s world?

Where was that precious kingdom of which Jesus spoke?

Was it just wishful thinking or a fantasy tale that is told to children?

I wonder what the questions on Mary’s mind were as she stood weeping outside the tomb…
If you have ever lost a loved one, then you know how such questions can pop into the mind.

How many times have we asked such questions of God?

God, how could you let this suffering happen?

As Mary wept, we are told that two angels – two “messengers” – approached her.
They asked, “Woman, why are you weeping?”

What a remarkable question!  What a remarkably absurd question!

Why are you weeping?  Why wouldn’t you weep?

Why wouldn’t you weep – Jesus was murdered by the Romans and his body was now missing!

Why wouldn’t you weep?  It is a question that remains for us to consider today…

Why wouldn’t you weep – as violence tears at the fabric of so many homes and families?

Why wouldn’t you weep – as cancer and disease wrecks havoc on the lives of loved ones?

Why wouldn’t you weep – as poverty limits opportunities and dehumanizes lives?

Why wouldn’t you weep – for once again it appears as though cross and death have won out!

Tears ran down the checks of Mary as she faced an empty tomb, and it is all too familiar for us.
We too have cried these tears as a result of the sin and pain that is all too common in our world.

Not only have we seen such a sight, we’ve been there before and it feels simply hopeless.

[PAUSE]
At the very moment when Mary seems at the end of hope,
An unrecognizable Jesus speaks up and calls her name.

“Mary” – at that moment the message of Easter was made personal.

You see, as God spoke her name, Mary saw the ultimate sign of new life – the Risen Christ.

Mary saw new life that would not only dry her tears but give her new purpose for living!

From that tomb, Mary ran proclaiming Easter itself – “I have seen the Lord!”

The cross had not won!  Sin and death did not have the last word!

God had not abandoned the world that turned its back on the Christ!

The kingdom of love and care and compassion of which Jesus spoke was not a fantasy –

Rather it was and is the standard of a whole new way of living – God’s way of living!

Have you ever seen such a sight?

Before that encounter by the tomb, No one could begin to imagine what Easter would look like.

And yet, having seen Easter, Mary didn’t waste any time.

In a moment, Mary became ‘sent’ (that is what the word ‘apostle’ means).

Sent to share with others the power of Easter – share with others the invitation of the gospel

Brothers and sisters in Christ, God continues to meet us in the midst of our despair and sorrow.

Though the sin of this world continues to crucify all that is good and beautiful,

The Creator of life itself, comes to us and calls us BY NAME…

Not only does God know our name but God loves us, forgives us, and cares for us deeply…

God uses our name to invite us to a different way of living.
As Mary was sent to proclaim a simple message of Easter life, so are we!

In every moment of despair, God sends apostles by name to give a witness of care and hope.

In the shadow of every cross, God sends apostles by name to give a witness of justice and peace

In the midst of deep grief, God sends apostles by name to show compassion and love.

Have you ever seen such a sight?   I have!
I’ve seen Easter shared by apostles, whose names like Mary’s are known by the Creator of all…

Seen it shared in hospitals when folks are visited and given the flowers from this altar;

And I’ve seen it along the Soup Kitchen line in Newark as hamburgers and hot dogs are given.

I’ve seen Easter proclaimed on the phone among seniors as they ‘check-in’ with each other;

Seen it shared as teenagers work hard in Sunset Gap, Tennessee – caring for children;

And I’ve seen it among parents who willingly serve as Sunday School or VBS teachers.

I’ve seen Easter proclaimed in the widows/widower’s generous offering that enables mission;

Seen it shared as people come to this sanctuary at all times during the week to pray for others;

And I’ve seen it as beds are carefully made for the homeless in our Sunday School classrooms.
In these and in other tangible ways, I have seen Easter shared, proclaimed, by apostles of Faith.

As these and other signs of hope and care, justice and peace, love and compassion are shared,
God’s people show with their very lives that indeed, our Redeemer continues to live!

What an amazingly awesome sight to see!
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