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Did you ever get the feeling that you just can’t win?
Case in point: On Friday we went out to the Pocono’s to help Kate’s mom with the leaves.

Her mom’s place sits nestled back from the road with a big lawn canopied by tall oak trees.

After raking, blowing, carting leaves on Friday afternoon… we made progress with the job.

Seeing ‘green lawn’ we went inside for dinner satisfied with a job well done.  

And yet, on Saturday morning, our satisfaction was replaced with frustration… 
Not a single spot of green lawn was to be seen, the ENTIRE lawn was covered again with leaves!!
Sometimes it seems like you just can’t win.
The prophet Amos tells the good, religious people of his time that they were not going to win.

The much anticipated ‘day of the Lord’ was not going to be favorable to them.

It was going to be like fleeing from dangerous lions only to run into equally lethal bears!
For God had declared their worship empty and their praise noise!

Instead of a warm, fuzzy image of God, Amos speaks of an angry God who has had enough.
A little history is helpful in unraveling the source of God’s anger.

You see, Amos spoke at a time of economic prosperity.  

Large estates and wealth were centralized in the hands of a few… and the poor were exploited.
As the rich gathered to praise God they didn’t connect their worship with the work of justice.  
And so Amos spoke the hard, honest words of God…

“Take away from me the noise of your songs… I will not listen to the melody of your harps.

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

Instead of noise, according to Amos, God desires devotion in worship that is followed by response.

True devotion occurs when what happens inside worship is connected to what happens outside.

Bottom line… worship without committed response is empty and self-serving.

Lest our own worship be seen as empty and unacceptable in the eyes of God…

Amos encourages us to give careful attention to how we respond to God’s grace and forgiveness.

Amos encourages us to hope in God to bring about Godly change to our lives…
…the kind of Godly change that we find in the ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

Jesus brought Godly change by reaching out with compassion to those were despised.
Jesus brought Godly change by inviting those who never had a place at the table to come and eat.

Jesus brought Godly change by encouraging disciples to connect their praise and commitments.
Lest they be caught unaware when the Master returns. 
Though we don’t know when the day of the Lord is going to come,

We do know that in about twenty four hours, Monday morning will come around again.

Even working in a Church environment, I find myself dreading Monday morning.

The joy of Sunday’s worship is often replaced by the demands of Monday’s work.
Emails need reply, calls need to be made, appointments and meetings need to be scheduled.

Personalities – my own included (believe it or not)– often clash and things can get messy.

It can be all too easy on a Monday to feel disconnected from Sunday’s worship. 
Feeling disconnected, we fall back to our own ways of doing things.  
Trusting in our selves, we fall back on our ‘old’ less than helpful ways of relating to others . 

And the kingdom of God gets ‘stuck in the mud’ on account of us getting in the way!
By the end of the week, I desperately need to hear the words of forgiveness which worship brings.
Fleeing from the lions and bears of my week and myself… I crawl back to the lamb of God.

My batteries need to be recharged by God’s word and meal.

I need to hear about Jesus’ love for me and reminded about those baptismal promises.

Renewed and strengthened… I am ready once again for Monday morning.

And yet somehow the cycle continues… sometimes it doesn’t seem like I can win.
Amos encourages us not to let the cycle to go on indefinitely… 
At some point if we don’t trust in God’s word to define our lives during the week…

At some point if we don’t make connections between God’s table and the other tables we eat at… 

At some point… our worship itself will start to ring hollow to not only God’s ears but our own.

Our faith will stop growing and it will be inwardly focused.

Our commitment to Christ will suffer and our time, talent, treasure will all be limited.

We will be caught in a downward spiral that will try to separate us from the God we love.

Amos invites us to wake up… to think about not only what we do together this morning…

But how are we going to live our lives as God’s people this week?

How can we reflect Christ’s love to the first negative person we encounter on Monday morning?

Might we not consider opening our Bibles on Tuesday morning and rereading today’s lessons?

Might humming a hymn sung together today remind us on Wed. that we are not alone?

How could we share the presence of Jesus with a co-worker/friend on Thursday at lunch?

Might we not say a prayer for those who are unable to leave home on our Friday commute?

Might we not consider showing kindness to the neighborhood kids on Saturday?

If we take the time each day to make just one small connection, 

we will go a long way in bridging the gap between happens ‘here’ with our lives ‘out there’.

We will find that our faith does grow as we seek the presence of God’s Spirit in each new day.

For even though we might make God angry… God will ultimately not leave us alone.

The heart of the gospel says that God reaches out to us again and again.

The cross of Jesus proclaims that God stops at nothing; nothing will separate us from God’s love.

Though we might feel from time to time that we can’t seem to win, we ultimately don’t have to.

At the end of each day, God remains in charge of the lions and bears….

But more importantly, God remains in charge of our lives…
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