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Second Sunday After Pentecost
Someone once said, “Money may not buy happiness, 

but it sure helps make our search for happiness a lot more comfortable.”
Jesus’ teaching about money in this morning’s gospel is part of the Sermon on the Mount.
In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus’ famous sermon lasts for three whole chapters.

It is full of practical instructions on how to live as Jesus’ disciples.

But after reading this morning’s segment of that sermon, I want to raise an honest question:
When it comes to the practical matter of money, 
Jesus, do you really know what you are talking about?

After all, you never had to financially support a family, make mortgage payments, buy groceries,

save for or pay college tuition or fill up your tank at almost $4 per gallon.

Don’t worry, be faithful, trust in God and all will turn out all right… right!
Somehow that advice seems all too simplistic, all too disconnected from our reality, our worries.  
And so it is real tempting after hearing this morning’s gospel, to nod our head politely,

Imagine how nice it would be to worry less and trust God some more, 

And then get back to our earning, spending, charging, and enjoying all that money can buy…

After all this is Memorial Day weekend, the start of the summer we have all been waiting for!

But, before we rush home to our BBQs, let’s take a closer look at Jesus’ teaching.

For Jesus’ teaching is about more than what we do with our money, 

Jesus’ teaching has to do with how we value our lives and the lives of others.  

This is a different value system to the one that dominates in our materialistic culture.
What makes something valuable in God’s eyes is not a sticker price or a UPC code.

It is not someone’s earning potential, gross earnings, or total net worth.

It is not the car one drives or the size of one’s house.

Rather, what makes something valuable in God’s eyes is God’s own priceless recognition.
God recognizes the birds and the flowers and the people who are crowded around Jesus.

God recognizes a creation that is hungry, in need and sees a valuable opportunity to respond.

To the crowds who were consumed with worry and fear,

To us who are preoccupied with the same sorts of things,

Jesus comes with a simple message and a simple invitation.

The message – is that God values your life – infinitely more than birds and flowers.

And not just your life or my life, but God values every single human life… 
Each and every being that the Spirit breathed the breath of life into is important to God.
In God’s eyes there is no difference of class, education, race, gender, or orientation.

All are valued and loved by the Christ who willingly gave his own valuable life on a cross.

The invitation – is to start to seeing and claiming our God-given value and worth,

And seeing the God-given value in the lives of others, we are invited to be faithful servants.  
For the doctoral class that I will be taking in the first two weeks of June,

I had a bunch of field assignments – one was to serve in a feeding program.

I decided to go to Faith Kitchen, run by Trinity Lutheran Church in Dover.

(This is the same congregation where our own Pastor Mac served in the early eighties).

And so a week ago, I joined a group of 8 other volunteers,

And we served a hot meal to approximately 50 people on a Tuesday at lunch time.

The parish fellowship hall was packed with hungry people.

Many of these guests were regulars and the volunteers knew them by name.  Others were strangers.
They sat at tables set with flowers and bread in baskets, with little hearts painted on them.

When folks finished eating their home-made meatloaf, they started to leave.

More than one, though, stayed behind to help clean up the fellowship hall.

Pastor Cherie Johnson introduced me to Ed… a frequent guest at Faith Kitchen.

Ed lived what was obviously a hard life on the streets of Dover.

He seemed to have a bit of a cold, his nose runny, and was in need of a shower.

Ed stopped pushing a broom and extended his hand with a big toothless grin on his face.
Pastor Cherie told me that Ed always volunteers to stay back and sweep up the floor.

Running a soup kitchen in an urban parish is more than just about feeding people.   

It is about communicating the very same thing Jesus was trying to tell the crowds.

With runny nose, in need of a shower, with toothless grin – Ed is a valued child of God.

God values not only those who have financial ability, dress and smell nice.

God also deeply values those who come through the line in need of something to eat.

This morning as we come through our communion line, we do so as hungry people.

Our worries, our cares, our concerns, our abundance, and our arrogance make us hungry.
We are hungry because we have not always shared our food or seen the value of others.

We are hungry because we have sinned in thought, word, and deed.
We are hungry because we know that even though our days are numbered we have wasted life.
As we make our way to the Table, to dine in the presence of God, 

Let’s be mindful that our true value comes as a precious gift of God.
Let’s also be mindful of God’s invitation to live faithful lives in service to others.

May we be inspired by the Ed’s of this world who chose to stay behind and help clean up.

Helping to prepare a place for the next round of hungry guests, who come to this Table,

Hungry guests who come with their own set of worries and cares…

Hungry guests who are regulars and complete strangers…

Valuable guests who come hungry… and leave fed by the love, forgiveness, and hope of God.
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