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First Sunday in Advent
When the end of the world arrives how will the media report it?  Here’s how a few headlines might read:
USA Today: WE'RE DEAD 
The Wall Street Journal: DOW JONES PLUMMETS AS WORLD ENDS 

Microsoft Systems Journal: APPLE LOSES MARKET SHARE 

Victoria's Secret Catalog: OUR FINAL SALE 

Sports Illustrated: GAME OVER 

Rolling Stone: THE GRATEFUL DEAD REUNION TOUR 

Readers Digest: 'BYE 

TV Guide: DEATH AND DAMNATION: NIELSON RATINGS SOAR! 

Lady's Home Journal: LOSE 10 LBS BY JUDGEMENT DAY WITH OUR NEW "ARMAGEDDON" DIET! 

America Online: SYSTEM TEMPORARILY DOWN. TRY CALLING BACK IN 15 MINUTES. 

Talking about the end of the world might seem to be a strange way to begin a church year…
Yet on this first Sunday of Advent, our gospel from Luke does just that…
It is part of a long list of texts from scripture called apocalyptic literature.

Scripture which was written at times of conflict, transition, oppression, uneasiness…

Scripture written when the people of God found their lives and their world out of control.

Within these prophesies of gloom and doom, we find invitation to stay awake, to be faithful.
There is also an ever present reminder… no matter how bad it gets – God is in charge.

God will ultimately take control of the chaos… God will calm the roar that rages…
What a powerful message of hope and comfort to people being persecuted and oppressed.

Boldly these texts proclaim a GOSPEL MESSAGE– 
when everything seems up for grab, there is hope to be found in things eternal.
What a powerful GOSPEL MESSAGE for us today…

Sometimes when I read the paper, or listen to the news on my radio, or watch tv…

I wonder… what in the world is going on?

Who is in charge of this mess that we see in our community, our nation, our world?

Luke anticipates such wondering, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

and on earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.”
There will be signs in the sun… 

Scholars speculate that this could be a reference to the power of the Roman Empire…

Rome’s symbol was the sun, and its military power shone over the whole earth.
The ability of nations to wage war, destroying innocent lives in the process, is nothing new.

In our world such power extends beyond nations and includes terrorist groups …
Great too is their ability to destroy.
We should also include in this group multinational corporations, who may not fire any canons,

but have the ability to destroy rivers and land and air, while exploiting people for a profit.   

Oh that the leaders of nations, factions, business were out to seek the good of planet and people.

Instead their decisions and greed contribute to and generate the chaos that swirls around us…

The result of these temporal powers exercising their muscle is always the same... FEAR

Fear is a natural reaction to the chaos and confusion.

It was the reaction of the shepherds who were tending their sheep outside Bethlehem…

The signs of the times caused such chaos in their lives that they were confused by the roar… Cowering in fear they were unprepared for the gift God was about to give.…

To them and to us… Luke’s gospel proclaims a message of grace – FEAR NOT.

Instead of being caught up in the roar and chaos of life – look up, raise your heads.

Redemption is near…God remains in charge of the heavens and the earth…

God has a track record of bringing order out of chaos, peace out of war, 

And justice in places of greed and oppression.
FEAR NOT… God will ultimately win.

Advent invites us to replace our fear with faithful response… 
Today we are invited to lift up our hearts to God’s coming.

Easy right?  

Not hardly!
You see, when the chaos and confusion swirls all around, 

our gospel tells us that we are prone to having our hearts ‘weighed down’.

Having our hearts literally “dulled”…

I find that there is nothing worst in my workshop than a dull chisel… it won’t cut clean.

Dulled hearts are those that don’t respond with thanksgiving and praise.
Dulled hearts are those that don’t serve, give, or seem to care for anyone but themselves. 

Our bible tells us that such dullness comes from two sources on opposite ends of the spectrum.

On one side you have those who are “intoxicated” with life – things are going great..

On the other side, you have those consumed with the “cares of life” – things are going lousy.

In either case, we can find ourselves either too busy or too consumed to respond to God’s grace.

Instead of giving a faithful witness to God’s presence in and God’s rule over our life, 

Dulled Christians contribute to the chaos and confusion that swirls around.

Dulled Christians are part of the problem for they are not an active part of God’s solution.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, with the coming of God’s kingdom a sure and certain thing…

We are called to sharpen our dull hearts:

Through watching for God’s presence in the chaos, we reduce our fear and confusion; 

Through prayer, we reconnect ourselves with our God who is the source of our redemption.

Through service and generous giving, we extend the comfort of the Christ to those in need.

Make no mistake, 
it is only a matter of time before the headlines read – God’s Future Has Arrived.

Through forgiveness and redemption God will ultimately sharpen the hearts of all people.

In the meantime …Watching, praying, serving, giving – these are the responses of Advent… 

These are the faithful responses of those who light candles and wait for the comfort Christ brings.
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