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Second Sunday of Advent
In the 6th year of the reign of President George W. Bush, 
When Jon Corizine was governor of New Jersey,

And Al Morgan was major of New Providence,

The Word of God came to us in the wilderness…

In the wilderness of frustrations, hurt, anger, betrayal, 

When people struggled with cancer, depression, surgery, and long term care…

And unemployment, long commutes and new jobs,

And there was death, war, poverty, suffering, and prolonged recoveries…

The Word of God came in all those rough and messy places of life…

With what should be a familiar refrain – “prepare the way of the Lord… God is on the way!”

Emperor Tiberius, Pontius Pilate, Herod, Philip, Lysanias, Annas, and Caiaphas…

Though they may not be names that mean much to us…

These names represented great meaning and power in their day.

Now you might think that the names of ancient figures of the far past might be more suitable, 

to be mentioned in the history books or on the discovery channel than in church today.
But, the gospel of Luke mentions these names so that a context is given for all that follows.

You see it was a real time, in a real place, where folks were dealing with real issues…

When real people were reigning over the lives of the masses…
That the Word of God was spoken… “prepare the way of the Lord… God is on the way!”

The Word of God was spoken to real folks;

And we are reminded that the gospel is not an abstract idea… A hypothetical proposition…

But a real proclamation that God’s Word enters our lives, with all of its messiness and hurt…

Rough places and all...bringing with it grace and invitation.

Grace comes as God enters places where we’d rather not go or be…

Grace comes as God enters a sinful world consumed with itself and its own wellbeing

Grace comes as God enters broken relationships.

Grace comes as God enters our world and our lives – with all of its shortcomings.
Grace comes and in the context of things we have done wrong, and things beyond our control…

Grace comes and invites us to make arrangements…

Prepare the way of God to arrive in this moment, in this place at this specific time.
Prepare by repenting.

On the banks of the Jordan River, the prophet John the Baptist, calls for repentance.
Repentance, change, redirection of our priorities… it’s all part of faithful preparation.

At the start of our worship, this morning, we recognized that we are in need of this change.

We recognized through our confession that we haven’t lived up to God’s expectations…

We haven’t lived up to God’s standards of compassion either...

We have thought more of ourselves, our cares, our worries than we have of anyone else.

As a result of things we’ve done and left undone, said and left unsaid,

We have been responsible for tearing up the pavement over which God travels.

Through our confession, 
we acknowledged that each of us have had a role in adding to the rough places in our wilderness.

Advent is a time when we are invited to think of such things…

To rethink our ethics and actions… 
to bring them more in line with the Christ we seek to welcome.

As difficult as it might be, repentance is a necessary action… 

Not only for helping to heal wounds and hearts…

But also for opening our eyes to the presence of God who is used to traveling rough roads…

As individuals and as a Family of Faith, 

Let’s not forget that in the midst of our wilderness, the presence of God is to be found.

That is the hope that this season of Advent so boldly professes.

With God’s presence comes salvation –  Salvation – that’s a ‘churchy’ word for:
· Tangible acts of justice for the poor and outcast

· Showing forgiveness to the guilty and undeserving

· Outpouring signs of compassion to those who struggle with health and life and death.

In the reign of all the many wildernesses of this world…

God’s salvation can be experienced through the actions done and words spoken in Christ’s name
In adults serving hot meals on a cold day at the soup kitchen,

In teens decorating a Christmas tree for the disabled at the ARC home on Possum Way,
In the wrapping of a gift to someone, known only by a sharing tag as a 7 Year Old Boy.

In simply turning out at a Town Hall meeting to support Jewish brothers and sisters …

In the gentle caressing of an aged parent’s hand at a nursing home.


In the writing of a get-well card to someone on the prayer list.


In the hard decision of a Church Council to forgive…

In these and many other ways I have seen the salvation of God break into this wilderness...
Tiny glimpses and witnesses to God’s full redemption which is yet to come.
All earth is hopeful and waiting for the full leveling of all rough and crooked places…
Through our words and actions, let us prepare and anticipate God’s full scale arrival.

All earth is indeed hopeful… the Savior will come at last.  


Amen.
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