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Christmas Day
It was a special and holy privilege to be able to be present at the birth of both my boys.
Birth truly is a miracle… 

Looking in the eyes of my newborn children, holding them minutes after their arrival, 

I couldn’t help but be awed by the promise and hope of life itself…

After all, in my arms I was holding a precious gift of God… 

A gift with his whole life in front of him…

Last night we read the familiar Christmas story from Luke’s gospel…

It is a story that speaks of the birth of the baby in Bethlehem, of shepherd and angelic visits.

It ends with Mary treasuring and pondering the significance of the birth of her son.

Wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, there was promise and hope for Mary’s boy.

After all… His Whole Life was in front of him.

And what a life it would turn out to be…

Mary’s baby boy would share God’s love like it had never been shared before…

Not only did he announce the arrival and presence of God’s kingdom,

He enacted that kingdom as he reached out to the poor, the ill, the outcasts…

Reached out and brought healing, forgiveness, and hope.

Mary’s baby boy shared God’s promises with a world that was used to being disappointed…

Mary’s baby boy shared God’s hope with a world that had given up all hope…

With God’s life in front of him, Mary’s baby gave his very life up for us all…

So that we might know that God’s love knows no bounds.

Wouldn’t it be nice, as we gather here on this Christmas morning,

To have our Whole Life in front of us?

To experience anew all the promise and hope that birth offers?

Yet, sadly our life experience tells us that life is not all fine and rosy,

The joy of Christmas morning can be overcast by life itself.

Each of our futures is limited by the choices we make or have forced upon us.

Instead of that bright future that I held for a moment in that Morristown hospital,

I know that this world can all too often become darken…

The future isn’t a non-stop Disney World ride in Tomorrowland.

And so we need to return to the words of Christmas found in John’s gospel.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”
Beyond nostalgia and sentimental feelings and time-honored traditions, 

Christmas looks darkness straight on and says…


Because of Mary’s boy darkness is not going to have the last word.

Christmas looks uncertain futures and says…


Because of Mary’s boy we will not be alone.
Christmas looks at life with all its joys and sorrows and says…

Because of Mary’s boy God will strengthen us for the journey ahead.

Indeed “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”

Our loving and gracious God comes to us in with the life-giving gift of hope found in Bethelehem…

So that we might have Jesus’ whole life in front of us.   
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