CHRIST THE KING 2008


JUDGMENT BOOK


When Susan Nord joined our staff a bunch of years ago, she came with this radical idea.  “How about if the staff gets together for prayer each morning?”  (By the way, as most of you know,  Susan is now the Director of our Nursery School).  Well, every morning, our teachers and the Pastors meet for prayer.  It is a good, special time, where we pray for the children and their families, for our Family of Faith and those in particular need, for the ministries we share and for any special concerns. And then when our prayers are done, we almost always turn to conversation, that often moves quickly to the hilarious.  We’re blessed to have a bunch of folks with a great sense of humor.  This last week, I’m not sure how it happened, we got into a discussion of mortal and venial sins and the 7 deadly sins….lust, gluttony, greed, sloth, wrath, envy, pride.  Seven deadly sins?  Sounds like a good bit of my last week.  And away the conversation went.  And I thought, how apropos with this Sunday of Christ the King looming before us.

As we reach the end of the Church year, it is a time when our lessons speak of “final judgement.”  And when people hear those words, it creates an image of God as some kind of cosmic Santa Claus with an attitude, checking some accounting list to see “who’s naughty and who’s nice.”  It’s an image of God with a scorecard, checking off how you did…and which way the scale is tipping.  Sadly, too many people see the Bible as some kind of judgment book, a book without grace, that always has them in trouble.

And so we have good and simple lessons for this last Sunday of the Church year.


Our first lesson from Ezekiel describes God as a shepherd who seeks out and cares for the most vulnerable of the flock.


Our second lesson reminds us that Christ is Lord of all…despite current appearances and despite views to the contrary.


And our Gospel is at once descriptive of Jesus’ ministry and a blueprint for ours.


It’s no secret around the ELCA that Faith has a really extensive outreach ministry.  And it’s kind of funny, one of the most frequent and interesting questions that Pastor and I get from other Pastors is, “Where do you get all the ideas for your outreach ministry?”  Ah…the Bible?


We always want to make the faith far more convoluted than it needs to be.   Read today’s Gospel.  This is a God of grace who cares for all his children…especially the most vulnerable. And that is why Pastor and I push this Family to an ever growing response to the love of Christ.  


Let me put that in the context of what happened here yesterday.  God bless Cheryl Bock who again coordinated our massive food drive and all her volunteers, who gathered tens of thousands of dollars of food.  Back to the Gospel.  It is unfaithful and immoral that all around us, sisters and brothers are going hungry.  One person in eleven…most of them children, right here in New Jersey suffer from hunger.  The richest State in the richest nation in the world.


There is a good visual picture down the hall.  Our Forum this morning is about our worship.  And our power point screen that we use, is literally framed by 100s of boxes of food.  There is the message of Christ of the King.  What do we say on our letter head?  A worshipping and serving community.


Last, my buddy Dr. Girvin has a great memory.  As he and Pastor and I gathered for our worship planning and prayers on Monday, we looked back at the beginnings of this festival, and God bless him, John remembered the details that we’ve talked about before.  Most folks would expect this day would go back to the ancient church, but it’s new…begun in 1925 by Pius XI.  In the face of the rise of Mussolini in Italy, the growing Nazi party and the Great Depression, Pius began this day to remind Christians who is in charge and what our priorities need to be.


Listen to the words of our next hymn as you sing.  It is a powerful witness for a living faith.  And a reminder of the ministry to which Christ calls us.

