CHRIST THE KING   2006


BUILDING KINGDOMS


Christ the King Sunday…the very title sounds so old, so regal, so Biblical.  Not.  This feast was instituted by Ambrogio Ratti, Pope Pius XI in 1925 to counter the destructive forces of modernity around him.  He was upset that the modern world was creeping in all around him and claiming areas that were rightfully the Church’s.  And so he proclaimed this new festival.  It was meant to declare Christ’s sovereignty, his rule over all things.  Later, the date for this Festival was moved to this last Sunday of the Church year to show that at the end of all things Christ was King; Christ was in charge; Christ was the victor.  In the words of the church documents, today was a way of celebrating Christ as “the goal of human history, the focal point of the desires of history and civilization, the center of humanity, the joy of all hearts and fulfillment of all aspirations.”  And there’s the history lesson for today.  Well, not really.

The question posed by our lessons today is simply this:  Who shall finally reign?  We live in a rapidly changing world where rulers come and go.  Think of poor Pius.  He makes this grand declaration in 1925 and 4 years later in 1929 he is negotiating the kingdom with Mussolini.  Signing away God’s rule.  And 4 years later in 1933, he is negotiating the kingdom  with Hitler, again signing away God’s rule.  He is willing to negotiate the Lordship of Jesus Christ for land, for safety, for security.  And in so doing he joins a long line of Lutheran and Roman Catholic clergy and leaders who compromised the Gospel for a laundry list of reasons.  And there is the full history lesson for today.  In the midst of the Church’s declarations, Fascism, Nazism, Communism all rise and fall.  So much for building kingdoms.

And here in North America?  The kingdoms we build are found in our investments and in our children, and our loyalties are to our obsessive attention to our bodies and their comforts.   Let’s be honest…can we even contemplate the reign of consumerism falling at the feet of the selfless Son of God?


Our lessons today direct us to God’s gentle conquest, through Christ, of all that stands against his reign of peace.  They project a vision of a humane kingdom that stands over all the cruelty our selfishness creates; they point to a faithful witness by that suffering servant who stood and spoke truth to the politically powerful; and they proclaim a violated one who shall come again to be vindicated.


And so our lessons today are not about what we do; but what God has done; what God continues to do; what God promises to do at the end of all things.  Revelation reminds us he was there at the beginning of all things and will be there at the end.  (Far more than any of us can say).  This is God’s world!  And God cares for it in the most unlikely way.  Read John’s Gospel again and hear these two kings in conversation.  It is the Christ of the cross who forever changes all things and invites our response.  It is the suffering servant of the cross who gives meaning and purpose to our lives and to our ministry.  It is the resurrected Christ of the empty tomb, who gives hope and life, that the kingdoms of this world can never approach.  Today we celebrate that victory of Christ our King.  The one who deserves our loyalty; our commitment; our full response.  For today is about God’s kingdom; built on a rock for all time; for all people.
