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Ever since I was a kid, I have been fascinated by bubble wrap… 

It is a wonderful packing material that provides hours of bubble popping fun.
Recently, as a father, I’ve been thinking, 
Wouldn’t it be nice if they made large sheets of bubble wrap that you could wrap up your kids.
Let me explain…
Ever since my oldest son Noah fell for the first time and cried, I’ve wanted to protect him.
Not only did it make my own heart cry when he did, 

but I didn’t want anything bad ever to happen to him again – I still don’t.

And so I’d try to remove all the obstacles, all the possible hurts, try to always be near…

In spite of my best efforts, my dear wife Katie’s best efforts, he still got hurt, he still cried.

I’ve since come to the realization,

that we simply can’t protect our loved ones (or ourselves for that matter)

from every hurt, danger, disease, accident, crime, violent action, or possible disorder.

No matter how hard we try, no matter how diligent we might be… 

it is impossible to be 100% safe in a world that can be all too dangerous, all too often.

Our gospel for this morning belies the fact that it was written almost 2000 years ago…

For it is as contemporary as this morning’s paper.

Galileans slaughtered at Temple by political Tyrant

Tower falls, 18 die in tragedy.

Events like these continue to happen in God’s world, happen daily around the world.
People continue to suffer as a result of violence and accidents and disease.
We are not talking about hypothetical suffering,

With another funeral for our parish this week the reality of death is all too painful.

Whether it is first century Palestine or 21st century New Providence, 

The reality of sudden death and tragedy and suffering raise basic questions of faith.

Where is God in all of this?   Why does God make these things happen?

Some will even ask, “Why is God testing or punishing us?”
What is God’s role in the midst of the horrible things that happen to good people? Bad people?
In the midst of our hurt these are legitimate and faithful questions to ask.
But, if you are looking for an easy question or a sound bite answer to such questions,

You’ll not get one this morning…. You can turn to radio/tv preachers if you’d like…
You’ll not get one here, because when such questions were asked nearly 2000 years ago, 

Jesus did not provide one.

Instead of providing a easy answers to impossible questions,

Jesus uses the opportunity to teach about the nature of God’s love and the value of life.

Using reason and a bit of common sense, 

Jesus asks if those who were tragically killed were the worst sinners.

You can imagine the crowd considering Jesus’ question and shaking their heads.

Most likely not…. No they weren’t…….. Then their deaths were not punishment, not deserved.
The Creator does not willingly infect or destroy life.

Disease, death, tragedy, unexplainable grief are NOT caused by God ‘getting even’ for sin.

Instead of God destroying life as a result of our sin, 

The whole point of the gospels, is to tell the loving story that in spite of our sin, 

God sends his Son in order that a broken world might be healed.

Jesus was sent in order that pieces might be put back together, that forgiveness might happen.

Jesus was sent to give a gift of hope in what seems like hopeless times…

The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus stands as proof positive of a loving God who desires: life over death, peace over violence, justice over oppression. 

What a wonderful little parable Jesus uses to illustrate the very heart of the gospel.

God is prone to giving second chances… like the gardener who cares for a wayward tree.

Instead of cutting down an unproductive tree… the gardener decides to care for it some more.

Give it one more year… another season to produce a harvest.

It is amazing really, that the gardener is able to anticipate a harvest from a barren tree.
And yet, it is consistent with the entire ministry of Jesus to say that when God looks at us,

Though we might be barren in our response, overcome by our needs, overwhelmed by our lives,

Less than generous in our giving or our forgiving…

When God looks at us – we are shown mercy and forgiveness… 

We are given a second, third, fifth chance to respond with a grateful heart and open hands.

Although it might be easy to get depressed and bogged down in our lives, 

With all bad news we might hear and all the bad things we might experience,

Jesus invites us to engage in the messy, less than perfect world, which surrounds us.

Jesus invites us to involve ourselves in the causes that seek cures and justice.

Jesus invites us to live lives that have meaning for not only ourselves but for others.
This brings us to the very value of life.

Life is indeed a precious gift – each day – each moment a precious opportunity.
Life is the most valuable gift we were ever given by our loving God.

It is a gift that is fragile and needs to be handled with great care.

We can decide to smother ourselves and the ones we live to try to protect it all costs…
Holding on for dear life, wrapping ourselves up with all sorts of protective gear…

But Beware: Wrapped up in bubble wrap we will remain in our little boxes…

…resting in illusions of false security until something pops our bubbles....
Or we can decide to tear away the packaging and start living meaningful lives in Jesus name… 
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