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Second Sunday of Easter
After every flight, Quantas airline pilots fill out a form, called a "gripe sheet." 

This tells mechanics about problems with the aircraft.  
The mechanics correct the problems, document their repairs on the form, 
then the pilots review the gripe sheets right before the next flight.  
Here are some complaints submitted by the Qantas' pilots and the mechanics’ solutions. 

By the way, Qantas is the only major airline in the world that has never had an accident!

(G: Pilot’s Gripe; S: Mechanic’s solution)
G: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement.   S: Almost replaced left inside main tire. 

G: Something loose in the cockpit.    


S: Something tightened in the cockpit. 

G: DME volume unbelievably loud.  

S: DME volume reset to a more believable level. 

G: Suspected crack in windshield. 

S: Suspect you're right. 

G: The number 3 engine is missing. 

S: Engine found on right wing after a brief search. 

G: Aircraft handles funny. 
S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right and be serious. 

G: Mouse in cockpit. 

S: Cat installed. 

And the best one saved for last...... G: Noise coming from under the instrument panel. 

Sounds like a little man pounding on something with a hammer. 

S: Took hammer away from the little guy.

Imagine what life would be like if we could only submit a ‘gripe sheet’…

Just imagine… you could write down all your concerns, all the things that are bugging you,

And someone would quickly promptly respond…

I wonder… what would be our gripes this morning?  What are our concerns?

What are those things in our life that are malfunctioning and need fixing?

I wonder… what would you put down on your list?

In our gospel this morning, Thomas seems to have filled out a ‘gripe’ sheet.
He certainly wasn’t going to keep his concerns from the rest of the disciples.

They spoke of the most amazing things …  “We have seen the Lord.”

But Thomas had seen the Lord, too… had seen him arrested, tried, crucified, die and buried.
Jesus was horribly crucified – hands nailed to a cross, side pierced with a spear.

How could they speak of life in the midst of such a horrible death that was so recent?

“Unless I see the mark of the nails… put my hand in those marks, I will not believe,”

With honesty Thomas logged his concern, his gripe, and his conditions for believing.
In that house where the doors were locked and the disciples gathered in fear…

Thomas needed tangible proof… a physical sign of things which were beyond his imagination.

Poor Thomas… to be honest, I think that the guy has gotten a bad reputation.

On the Sunday after Easter each year, we hear of his gripes, his concerns, and his doubts.
Yet if you read the text closely, the other disciples didn’t fare much better.   

They profess with boldness that they have seen the Risen Lord,

But they do so hidden behind closed doors.   

So concerned are they for their own safety that they keep the message of Easter to themselves.
They were afraid … and their fears kept them locked up inside.
One of the amazing aspects of this story – of doubting Thomas and the scared disciples –

Is not so much their fear and doubts – Lord knows we have our own doubts and fears…

Rather, it is God’s action in Jesus Christ.

God responds to the fears, gripes, disbelief of his disciples by reaching out to them.
Instead of condemning or dismissing, God meets disciples where they are and blesses them.

Thomas is given the very thing that he needs in order for his faith to be strengthened.

The other disciples are visited for a second time and their fears are calmed once again.

The Good News for us today is that this is how God continues to act toward us.
In the midst of our concerns, our gripes, our anger, our fears, our doubts… God comes to us.

God’s Word comes to us…. Sometimes to comfort us and give us hope…


Sometimes to challenge our self-centered lifestyles and our disregard for others…


Sometimes to invite us to open our hearts to accept others where they are.
God’s Meal comes to us… feeding us with the rich food of forgiveness


Filling us with the very presence of the Risen Christ.
Though our ‘gripe’ sheets might be a mile long…

God comes to us and invites us to faith beyond our doubts, 

God invites us to life beyond our locked rooms.
The disciples – including Thomas – eventually left that closed room behind…

They proclaimed God’s love in Jesus Christ to a world that had no idea of the power of love.

They had courage and commitment – and eventually made the ultimate sacrifice.

God came to them, strengthened them in the hope and power of Easter, SO THAT…

So that they might be the very hands and feet and heart of the Crucified and Risen Jesus,

To a world that was full of gripes, fears, and disbelief.

The trumpets of Easter sounded through their very lives…. And that is the point!

God continues to come to us with the message of Easter… SO THAT…
Into a world that continues to be lost and hurting, 

Our very lives might sound the trumpets of Easter.
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