BAPTISM OF OUR LORD




“HEY YOU”


It is one of the silly mistakes a lot of Christians make. To assume the Old Testament is all about law and judgment.  And the New Testament is about grace and love.  I cringed to hear someone comment that there was no Gospel, no Good News in the Old Testament.   Well, once again, today’s Isaiah passage proves how foolish that theology (or lack there of) is.


Today’s first lesson from Isaiah is filled with powerful images.  God says to his people, I’ve called you by name.  Isn’t that important?  If I look back and say, “Hey you,” you’re going to look around and wonder who I’m talking to.  More so, it almost sounds rude.  One of the things folks at our Membership Group Rejoice often comment on, is that they couldn’t get over that the Pastors tried to call them by their name from the very beginning here.  It sends a message.  You’re cared about.  We know who you are.  (Now that’s not to say we don’t sometimes get the names mixed up or wrong…I’ve been known to miss a family member).  But when you are called by name, it instantly describes a relationship.


That Isaiah passage also talks about God bringing his children home.  Powerful words…wherever you are, even if I have to ransom you, I’ll bring you home because you are precious, I love you, God says.  We understand ransom in today’s world.  And what a family is willing to do to free a captive.  That imagery takes on powerful, powerful perspective in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  Who dies as a ransom for our sins.  And to every one of us who has suffered the horrible pain of grief and death, there is unbelievable solace in the Easter message of new life.  Our African American sisters and brothers seize this image.  Read the obits from that community…they talk about going home…they talk about homecoming.  They make that Easter hope real.


And that’s why this is such a good passage for this Baptism of our Lord festival.  In our baptisms God calls us by name; he ransoms us from sin and death; and he opens the kingdom to his children.  That’s an awesome gift God gives.  It’s an awesome gift for us to share.  And that’s why there is no end to our response.  And because of God’s grace a whole new creation comes to life…and grows as the Body of Christ for a hurting world.  
