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Holy Trinity Sunday
One day a pastor asked the fifth grade Sunday School class, “Do you know what’s in the Bible?”

A little girl quickly spoke up… “Yes, I think I know every thing that’s in it.”

The pastor was surprised… “You do?  Tell me.”

The girl responded, “Well, okay.  There’s a cross shaped bookmark, a picture of my parents, 

a ticket stub, a picture of my schnauzer, and a secret note from Tommy.”

So…are you smarter than a fifth grader?

It is a question that is being asked these days by comedian Jeff Foxworthy on the TV quiz show.

For those who haven’t seen this prime time show, it is a hoot.

A million dollars is on the line for each contestant.  

All they need to is to answer questions that come from a basic elementary school curriculum.

Simple, right? Wrong!

Adding insult to injury, they have gathered a group of “smarty pants” fifth graders to help.

These kids are good – or they were given the answers – because they rarely get it wrong.

And yet college graduates and professionals stumble over first grade geometry and art.

After losing or dropping out, they have to admit that they are not as smart as a fifth grader.

This Latest show is a humorous illustration of how some of our knowledge is temporary.

We forget things that once we knew.

This is especially true when we don’t use our knowledge in our day to day living.

There is a whole tradition of wisdom literature within scripture.

You find it in books like Ecclesiastes, Job, and Proverbs – and ‘sprinkled’ elsewhere.

This ancient biblical tradition seeks to answer a basic question – how does a wise person live?

A wise person lives by seeking to understand God.  

Why?  Is it to be smarter than a fifth grader?  Is it for bragging rights? Is it for financial gain?
Not hardly.

Wisdom, and wise people seek an understanding of God, the source of all creation and life,

SO THAT we might be the people God created us to be.
Wisdom and being wise is not so much about being a ‘smarty pants’, having all answers…

Lord knows the person who thinks he/she has it all figured out is a liar.

Wisdom is about having the courage to live in relationship with God and all creation…

It is about living in relationship with creation that has been abused by excess consumption;
Caring for land, water, and air that have been polluted by personal, national, and corporate greed. 
Equally important, the wisdom of God invites us to love one another in midst of our brokenness.

To live lives that respect, support, care, listen and lift up others.

Put simply, wisdom is all about loving and living as God does…

For loving and living is at the heart of whom God is.
Today we celebrate the Trinity…Father, Son, Spirit… Creator, Redeemer, Gatherer… 

Descending Hand, Triumphant Lamb, Fiery Blaze… One in Three, Three in One.

Our Triune God is all about relationship… mutual…creative…life giving…intertwined… 

Joined at the hip… you can’t have one without the other.

How do we grow in our wisdom of such a God?
We learn, we gain wisdom, and we interact with our God of relationship through relating…
Through living in community – by being a part of a servant community....

For it is through community, around Word and Sacrament, that we are invited to share our voice.

Pastor and I just got back from Assembly… From year to year, often the same old program…

This year was a special one which included reelection of Bishop Riley on first ballot.

At the banquet – where former member Carol Lee Guggluzio was honored for Katrina work,
The Synod thanked God for the ministry of Pastor Gladys Moore, who is moving out of state.

As one of her gifts, the Senior Ensemble from Arts High School in Newark sang.

About dozen African American high school seniors, all dressed in tuxedos, stood tall and sang.

They were absolutely tremendous… it was an emotional time as they sang songs of faith.

They were rightfully proud of the music they had to offer… when done Assembly kept clapping.

Hearing the kind of music they made together, listening to their voices blend into one…

You knew that they didn’t just arrive that night in tuxedos to sing…
In order to sound as they did, to work as one, to achieve such beauty… a journey was involved.

It took a journey of many hours of rehearsal, working together, listening to the conductor…

And their journey is not done – each of them will be attending college music programs in Sept.

So it goes with faith and claiming the abundant life God offers.

Faith is a journey that is never quite complete.

Faith is a journey that involves many hours of living together in the community God gathers
Faith is a journey of Worshipping as the people of God… 
Confessing our sins, Receiving Forgiveness, Singing God’s Praise, Hearing/Tasting God’s Word
Faith is a journey of Learning as the people of God…

Children coloring pictures of Jesus, Teens discussing the Bible, Adults asking hard questions…
Faith is a journey of Serving as the people of God…

Taking Jesus seriously when he commanded us to love – have compassion for each other, especially for those who are often left out, excluded, ignored, & told lies that they are of less value.

Through Worship, Learning, and Service we continue the journey started in our baptisms.

Whereas we won’t ever be able to figure God out fully – even fifth graders aren’t that smart !

As we relate to each other, to those not here, to this creation, in the name of Christ, 

we grow in our wisdom of the One who loves all. 
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