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Second Sunday of Christmas 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us….And we have seen his glory.

“Among us”… that simple phrase lies at the heart of our continued Christmas message.

Through the birth of a baby in the obscure town of Bethlehem, God entered our world.

The joy…. The sorrow… the difficulties and triumphs – all of it… God lived among us.

And because God lived among us – because Jesus was born – 
we have been given a snapshot of what the very presence of God looks like…

These past few days, I’ve been doing a lot of ‘looking back’…

I’ve been reflecting back on the ministry that we have shared for almost twelve years.

For this morning’s & next week’s adult forums, I’ve looked at hundreds of digital photos…

Memories of many different people and programs… adults, kids, and youth…

All sorts of folks in those snapshots; 

· some are younger versions of those who are seating in these pews…

· some people who are pictured have moved on to other places…

· still others are now in the Church Triumphant, resting eternally from their labors.

It has been a real privilege to get to know and to be known by so many different folks.

Recorded on the Church’s server is the partial digital record of our travels together…

We have generated a lot of megabytes in both exotic and less than exotic places…

From Newark, Plainfield, & Jersey City to Tanzania and Sunset Gap – 

For me, these images recall how Faith tried to be faithful as Christ’s church.

These are treasured memories, which I’ll sure to copy onto my hard drive to take with me.
Our gospel suggests that there is more in those photos…

Not only do they help for us to recall each other and all the places we’ve been together; 
If we look close enough… in these digital images we can see the un-see-able.

Iconic, these pictures point to that which is beyond our knowing/understanding.
You see, if we look close enough… we can see in them the face of Jesus among us.
Jesus once told his disciples that:“where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them.”

Looking through these photos of Family of Faith, gathering in Jesus’ name…

Gathering to bring a hot meal to the homeless at the Soup Kitchen…

Gathering to teach children each week in Sunday Church School or on hot days of VBS… 
Gathering to board a bus and travel to the Smoky Mts on a mission trip…

Gathering to confess, listen, pray, and break bread….see can see the face of Jesus.
The Incarnation wasn’t just some fancy theological proposition, 

Or a word that we sang in a hymn at Christmas time… 
Rather it describes our journey together as we tried to be faithful, sought to be the church.

Jesus was among us and that presence gave us strength, it gave us hope.

When it seemed like we reached our limit – beyond what we thought we could do or give...

It was the presence of Jesus that enabled us to stretch, grow, and reach out further.

When it seemed like our world had crumbled, as the Trade Center Towers fell…

It was the presence of Jesus that gave us hope, shone light in those dark days.

As 2009 dawns there are changes which face us as individuals and as a church.

Goodbyes will need to be said – which are sure to bring sadness and maybe even regret.

We’ll face a time when the comfortable and predictable will need to be reexamined.

That said, transitions – as hard and as difficult as they might be – are opportunities…

They allow for us to take a retrospective look at the road we have just traveled…

…To see things that we might have missed, or taken advantage of, along the way.
When we showed compassion, love, understanding, forgiveness – we helped reflect gospel.

When we showed ignorance, bias, selfishness, greed – we demonstrated our need for gospel

Looking back, it is my prayer that we’ll see not only our triumphs and failures…

Things for which we can express gratitude & other things for which we need to ask for forgiveness…

But also that when we look back we’ll see that we did not travel this road alone…

Jesus was among us…And that is something for which we can only say ‘thank you’

Through God’s Word and when we gathered around the Table – Jesus came to us…
Comforting, Challenging, Empowering, Convicting, Forgiving, and Strengthening…  

It is my prayer that this time of transition will provide not only opportunity to look back...

But that it will also invite us to look into the future with new vision.

…To look into the future with each of us asking; 
“In the year ahead how might we respond to God’s grace in new ways?”

God has come near and has given the Church and each of us – the gift of his son.

A digital image of sorts which reveals the unknowable heart of God…

Guided by the life of Jesus – with its love and acceptance, we know God loves us deeply
Guided by the death of Jesus – with its sacrifice and service, we know God gives to us deeply
Guided by the resurrection of Jesus – with its new life and hope, we know God gifts life.
Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection…

We are brought closer to the God who is beyond our understanding, outside our boxes.

Looking toward the future that God is calling us to… 

With courage may we continue to grow in our faith and in our service…

Knowing that when the digital images are reviewed we’ll continue to see Jesus among us…  
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