FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT    2009         “TIME IS…”PRIVATE 


Henry Van Dyke, Pastor and Author said it very simply…

Time is…Too slow for those who Wait



   Too swift for those who Fear



  Too long for those who Grieve



  Too short for those who Rejoice



But for those who love…time is not.  Because God is always with us.
Time is God’s gift and that is why this liturgical year we have is such a blessing.  It reminds us of God’s time…that it is finite for us.  And yet if you are like me, I’ll bet you waste a lot of it.  I have a lot of good intentions, but there is always so much I don’t get to.


And so today we begin a new church year with this first Sunday in Advent.  And we’re going to go counter cultural here in the Family…where the world gets more frenzied each week, you will find the liturgies here more calm, more reflective, hopefully, more introspective.


Because Advent, like Lent, is meant to be a time of expectation and preparation.  It’s not about getting ready for the tree and Santa.  It is a liturgical reminder of preparing our lives for the Christ.  And our preparation for this Christmas that will come whether we're ready or not in 4 weeks, is but a reminder of our need to prepare for Christ's daily coming in our lives.  Advent is that liturgical reminder that catches up a sinful, and very busy people, and reminds them that the signs are all around that we need to change, to repent, to be the people God has called us to be.


What's that mean in practical terms?

Getting back to God's Word.  If you are typical, it may have been a long time since you've taken time with God's Word.  Read Luke our new Gospel.  The compassionate physician, that gives a unique look at the caring Christ.  A few minutes a day, will bring you back to the beginning to read the Nativity story on Christmas.


Taking time for daily prayer.  Dinner prayer as a family, time for yourself to share the hopes, pains, needs and concerns that are a part of your life.  Tomorrow is always there, but it never comes.  Advent is about now.


Trying to grow.  Adult ed opportunities, now and in the new year.  More than those formal experiences, is the commitment to look at your life and how you are sharing it.  To move beyond tokens to commitment.


Starting fresh.  We say we're getting ready for Christ, but he's here already.  Advent is a time for new beginnings for us.  It is a time to leave the  baggage of the past, and to move with faith into the future, God's gift for us.


Signs of the times are around us.  What's happening with your time?  If you're not sure-time to find out.
