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My grandfather used to introduce himself as being from “Joisey” where they make the “Shoirts”

For me there is something ever so comfortable about putting on a tee-‘shoirt’…

I have a drawer of my favorites.

Though I’ll wear them year round summertime is t-shirt time.

The only thing that I like better than wearing t-shirts is reading them.

You can learn a lot about a person and a culture, simply by reading a t-shirt.

T-shirts bear all sorts of slogans, sayings, and advertisements.

Some of them are funny; like Grandma and Grandpa went to L.A. and all I got was this lousy T.
Some T-shirts help to identify a person’s school or favorite teams...Go Rutgers!  
Some T-shirts help remember a special occasion – like a graduation, reunion, or birthday party. 
Some T-shirts are downright philosophical… Life is Good!
Unfortunately some T-shirts - like a good portion of our culture, are downright rude.

A few of these ‘attitude’ tees are deceptive – some have a cute little bunny – 
Cute until you read them. Then Wam!  You’ve been insulted.
Whether we want to admit it or not – the things we say, and do, and wear all make a statement.

They all give a witness to what we think is funny, significant, or worthy about our lives.

As Christians, this witness either points to Jesus and God’s kingdom or it points away from…

Rare is the witness that is truly neutral…

Each day of our lives we either give an active witness that proclaims God’s love or it doesn’t.
In our Gospel for this morning, Jesus encourages his followers to watch the witness they give.

Jesus invites his disciples watch what they wear… to be dressed for action…

 “You must be ready”, Jesus says, “for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Whenever scripture talks about the end of time – it reminds of two things…

The first is that life is short.

Deep in our hearts we know this to be true – but we like to think our life will never stop.

That we will live forever without ever having to face death firsthand…

Death is something that happens to others… in the newspaper… on tv…

We can live in that illusion until we meet death face-to-face, until it comes uninvited to our lives.
Come it does – for no one and no life is exempt.

Though death will come for each of us at an unexpected time – God says that death is not the end.

You see, the second thing that scripture tells us about the end of time is that God will be there.

Just as God was at the birth of creation, so will God be present at the close.

Not only will God be present… God will be active, working toward creating something new.

As the skies darkened that Good Friday and Jesus hung lifeless on that cross…

God was busy working toward an empty tomb on Easter morning.

Fear not, little flock, for God will not let you go – God will bring each of us home.
And our lives, with all their successes/failures, bumps and warts, will be transformed.

Jesus shares this teaching on the end of life, not to be morbid, but to help us live…

To help us live life as the precious gift that it is… Be dressed for action – today.

Be ready at this moment and in each moment to live as the person God calls you to be.

In good Lutheran fashion, we understand that living as faithful people begins at our baptism.

It begins with the garment of new life that God puts on us through water and word.

What a joy it was this morning to have little Elizabeth baptized!

She will be forever blessed on account of what God has done for her.

In baptism, God makes the first move… toward us.

While we were still sinners, while we were still lost – God comes to us.

What an incredible gift of grace – that God would chose to be a part of our lives…

That God would chose to show us love…to give us new life. 

that Jesus’ death on a cross would be the ultimate sign of love for a hurting and violent world.

May she grow to learn and embrace God’s love for her that she might share that love with others.
For you Harry Potter fans out there – baptism is not a cloak of invisibility…
It is not a special protection that keeps us safe as we blend into our surroundings.

Properly understood, baptism is a t-shirt that boldly proclaims to all the world –I’m a Child of God.

Imagine a whole line of baptism t-shirts… on the front is printed “Because I’m a child of God…”

On the back you could complete the sentence… for instance… 
Because, I’m a child of God, I will show God’s love for me by caring for others.

Because, I’m a child of God, I will take a stand for those who are constantly being pushed down.

Because, I’m a child of God, I will be compassionate and patient and gentle in my relationships.

Because, I’m a child of God, I will be humble and seek to serve.

Because, I’m a child of God, I will seek God’s forgiveness when I fail to do the right thing.

Because, I’m a child of God, I will embrace God’s forgiveness as though life depended upon it.

Jesus invites each of us to put on that ‘child of God’ t-shirt, our active wear… our witness wear….

To live faithful lives in Jesus name until that day when we are each greeted at those heavenly gates,

By a smiling Savior who’s wearing a t-shirt that says, “welcome home, child of God”. 
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