ASH WEDNESDAY 2009



“DUST ON THE BIBLE”


Shortly after Pastor Walt announced his resignation, someone came into my office, looked around, and asked if I was leaving too.  “Nothing planned at the moment,” was my response, “why do you ask?”  “Looks like you’re cleaning out your office.”  Well, truth be told, over the years, I’ve been winnowing my library, passing along a book here and there to my buddy.  But with his announcement came the realization that I needed to get going if I wasn’t going to pay huge shipping bills.  And so I’ve loaded box after box after box that went to Minnesota.  And for the better part, they were books that I haven’t been using much…honestly, many were encased in a protective coating of dust.  It got to be a dirty job.  Dusty books means what?  Not getting used much.


That’s a great illustration for Ash Wednesday isn’t it?  A lot of us have “dust” on our Bibles.  “Dust” on our faith.  Signs that we are not using the gifts that God has given; signs that we are not living the faith that is ours.  And that’s why this season is so special.  It is a time of new beginnings…a time to hear God’s call for new response in our faith.  Time to get the dust off our Bibles and dig in to the rich gifts that are there in our salvation history.  And for everyone who has been away…everyone who has wandered…everyone who struggles with their guilt, their past…that is a message of grace.  And for everyone who struggles with their future…that is a message of hope.


We used the alternate first lesson for Ash Wednesday today, that beautiful reading from Isaiah.  It talks about what God wants.  Not show.  But substance.  Not words.  But commitment.  He says it rather simply.

To lose the bonds of injustice.   To feed the hunger.  To house the homeless.

Then, we’re getting rid of the dust.  And digging into God’s rich Word.  A word that tells an awesome story of hope that runs through Jerusalem.

