ALL SAINTS 2007
       “WORDS OF FAITH, LIVES OF SERVICE”

This year we have been reading through the Gospel of Luke as our primary Gospel and as we get towards the end church year, we are coming back to the very beginning.  Let me put today’s lesson, the “Sermon on the Plain,” the companion piece to the “Sermon on the Mount,” in context.  Do you remember how Luke’s Gospel begins?  Chapter 1-the Magnificat.  Mary’s song of praise when she learns she will bear the baby Jesus.  And that beautiful song, part of liturgies for 2000 years, speaks of God lifting up the lowly, of filling the hungry with good things.  Then in Chapter 4, Luke begins the public ministry of Jesus with that wonderful story of Jesus coming into the synagogue and reading the words of Isaiah, that God has sent him “…to bring good news to the poor…release to the captive, to the oppressed go free.”  And do you remember what happened…at first all spoke well of him…until, he went on and confronted those people in their sin…their indifference to the Word of God…and then Luke tells us, they tried to literally throw him off a cliff.  And now, in today’s Gospel lesson two chapters later, Jesus has been preaching and teaching and healing…and dare we say…getting into trouble…when he assembles his disciples and shares the powerful words of faith, that are the Gospel this morning.
You just heard them…in a few moments, we will sing them.  They are the very essence of the Gospel.

There is a world of difference between religious talk and words of faith.  As you know, I do a lot of work with Synod, with countless congregations in crisis over the years, and if the church has a problem, it is being filled with folks who know all the religious lingo, but don’t have a clue what the faith is about.  They can talk the talk, but they have no sense of what it means to be the church.  The Body of Christ.  A servant community.  Congregations spend years fighting among themselves, because of these “pure and holy” folk and their heretical piety.

I love this day.  Not just because it’s the anniversary of our ministry together.  But because of the Gospel lessons we always have on All Saints.  They are powerful words of faith that remind us that if the Word we share together does not lead us to lives of service, then it is just religious jargon to maintain the country club.  I thank God for you and the mutual ministry we share.  And I thank God for all who have fought the battles to make servant ministry a reality in this time, in this place.
Words of faith…lives of service…it is the essence of All Saints Sunday.  And how blessed we are.
