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Seventh Sunday of Easter
According to the crowd, the wealthy owners, and the local officials,
Paul and Silas had committed a major punishable offense.

In truth, they spoke a ‘four letter’ word in their encounter with a slave girl in Philippi.

And their language got Paul and Silas into a heap of trouble…

Instead of getting their mouths washed out with a big bar of brown soap,

They were tried, convicted, beaten, shackled, and jailed where the sun doesn’t shine.

What was the word that got them into so much trouble? Did it begin with an “S”, “D”, or “F”?
What was that dirty, four-letter word?  LOVE.

To one who was oppressed and enslaved… Paul spoke a word of Love.

Not just any word of love, either… Paul spoke a word of God’s Love.

In the name of Jesus Christ – demon, come out!

In the name of Jesus Christ – God cares for you and for all those who are oppressed.
In the name of Jesus Christ – you are freed from that which makes you less than God created.

LOVE…..You wouldn’t think it would be so offensive, so repulsive.

And yet the word of love – as transforming as it was to the one oppressed,

Was heard as a curse by the one who was doing the oppressing…

No more would the owners make a profit off the suffering of their slave.

God’s healing word cut into the bottom line of those who oppressed for a profit.

And the reaction was one of violence to Paul and Silas.

On this very day, people made in the image of God, continue to be oppressed.

People who are Gay/Lesbian, poor, Jewish, Black, Arab, Hispanic, Muslim, illegal immigrants…

Both here in our land and across the globe, these folks are judged to be worth less than others.

They are oppressed by everything from disapproving looks/wagging fingers, up turned noses...
To hate-inspired jokes, institutional bigotry, exclusion, violence, and exploitation.

Nothing new…for people made in the image of God have always been targets for oppression. 

Consider the historical situation of Apartheid in South Africa.
It wasn’t so long ago there that the Black majority was oppressed by a minority of whites.

A small number of whites controlled the government, military, and financial institutions.

Many, including U.S. corp., had financial interests in seeing the Apartheid system continue.   

They were offended by the language of God’s prophets, such as Desmond Tutu.
Many sought to discredit him, with charges as contrived as those against Paul and Silas…

While under one faulty investigation in 1982, Tutu testified,

“Where there is injustice, exploitation and oppression, 
then the Bible and the God of the Bible are subversive of such a situation.  
Our God, unlike the pagan nature gods, God is not sanctifying the status quo.  
He is a God of surprises, uprooting the powerful and unjust to establish his Kingdom… 
the Bible is the most revolutionary, the most radical book there is.  
If a book had to be banned by those who rule unjustly and as tyrants, 
then it ought to have been the Bible.  Whites brought us the Bible and we are taking it seriously.  We are involved with God in his activity to set us all free from all that enslaves us, 
from all that makes us less than what [God] intended us to be…”

Tutu spoke the ‘four-letter’ word of love to those who were enslaved by Apartheid.

He reminded both oppressed and oppressor of God’s precious love for all people.

More importantly, he spoke of how the love of God commands our demons to come out.
To those who are comfortable in their wealth and status this morning, 

Those who are not asking whether their own comfort is coming at the expense of another...

God’s Love seeks to break in and cause some hard soul searching; God’s love invites repentance.
To those who are feeling trapped in their lives this morning, 

Those who are possessed by the demons of addiction, abuse, depression, prejudice, bigotry,
God’s Love seeks to break in and show another way of living; God’s love gives new meaning. 

That gets to the heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ, which for us is God’s ultimate sign of love.

In Jesus, God shows love for a world that continues to find itself oppressed and oppressing.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are invited to see each other as “valued in the eyes of God”.
At our latest Christian/Jewish dialogue, 

Rabbi Freidman shared an interesting translation of Lev. 19:18

Whereas this verse is usually translated, “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

In the Hebrew, it could also be translated, “you shall love your neighbor who is like yourself.”

What a powerful perspective from the dear Rabbi!
“You shall love your neighbor who is like yourself”

What would it look like if we loved our neighbor from God’s perspective that we are created alike? 

Would we begin to appreciate the extent of God’s love for all people – young & old, black & white, tall & short, pleasant & obnoxious, citizen & illegal alien, gay/lesbian & straight, rich & poor, home owners & homeless, women & men, infirm & healthy, Christian & Jew & Muslim...  

Would we find the four letter word “love” less of an offense and more of a compelling invitation?
From that upper room, centuries ago, to this place on this very day.

Jesus prays for his Church – that we might be one in love.
That what the world finds so offensive might be the guiding principle that binds us together,

Bound together in love, we are invited to open our hearts to this world God loves so deeply.
�based on the Biblical commentary of Moses Mendelssohn. 
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