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“NOT WHAT I EXPECTED”

In 1971 after 6 years of marriage, Carol and I finally had our first vacation week.  After all that time in school and our first year in the parish, we were set to go.  But…we didn’t know where to go.  And so we hit the papers in Trenton where we lived and there under vacation properties there was a listing for lake front rental property on Lake Wallenpaupack in the Poconos at the Blue Bird of Paradise compound. The ad described it as scenic and cozy on the lake. The price was right (since we had very little money) and so we sent our deposit check off and got ready for our vacation a few weeks off.  That next weekend, we got to thinking that maybe it might be a good idea to go up and scout the place out.  Well…the Blue Bird of Paradise consisted of a bunch of rusted out old trailers sitting in a marsh.  Not what we expected.  Something like that ever happen to you?  Most of us have had that experience with vacation spots, restaurants, stores…things just aren’t what we expected.  (The happy ending to this story is that Sunday we were at a church picnic and lamenting we had no place to go on vacation when one of our folks told us about this special little lake up in Maine…which we promptly booked for $50 a week…and we’ve been going there now for 39 years).


When we’re not familiar with something that’s all understandable.  But what I don’t understand is how Christians can come to church year in and year out, Sunday after Sunday and listen to Jesus’ words, the prophets’ call to faithfulness, and God’s constant imploring us to live as his servant people, and then get upset when they are challenged to make a commitment, to care for the poor; to stand with the disenfranchised; to be a servant community.  They act like its not what they expected.

And that’s why our Gospel lesson today, right there at the beginning of Luke’s Gospel is so powerful.  In our Forum two weeks ago as we introduced this Gospel we’ll be reading all next year, we noted that this song, Mary’s Magnificat, occurs only in Luke, and what a powerful proclamation of faith it is.  “God will put down the mighty from their seats and lifts up the lowly.  He will fill the hungry with good things and the rich he will send away empty.”  And in that moment Mary tells us what to expect from this Gospel; what to expect from this Jesus; what to expect from God.


And in this simple, poetic song, there is a description of the servant ministry this Family shares…and the bottom line, this is what the people of God are called to expect.  For this is the kingdom of God. 
