8th Sunday after Pentecost 2008



“PICK A YOKE”


Walt. Today is a special day for us as our Appalachian Ministry Team leaves right after this liturgy for a 12-13 hour bus trip to Cosby, Tennessee and a week of ministry there in the Smokey Mountains.  Our Team members all have their shirts on and we invite your prayers for them this week.


Today is also the commemoration of Jan Hus, a Czech reformer from Prague who was martyred on this day in 1415.  He predates Luther by 100 years

and was a significant early voice in the Reformation.  In an interesting piece of history he was guaranteed safe conduct to a papal Council in Constance to discuss his views, but when he got there he was imprisoned, tried and burned at the stake.  This day, July 6, is observed as a national holiday in the Czech Republic.  And in an interesting protest, the Vatican ambassador leaves town for Rome every year on this day.  And the sad thing is that after years of communist domination and centuries of battling between the Roman and the Protestant church, most of the people have nothing to do with the faith of Jesus Christ.  Sad.


Which brings me to today’s lessons.  If you have ever been to St. George’s in Bermuda; Williamsburg in Virginia; or the commons in Boston, you have seen “stocks,” those wooden harnesses that would hold those being punished in place.  They are very much like yokes that animals wear…oxen most frequently…those great burdens that keep them imprisoned, in place.  And it is an image that runs through our lessons today.  Paul speaks of being a captive to sin.  Anybody identify with that?  A lot of us have good intentions, but there are things in our lives that lock us in; that yoke us, that hold us back.  Anger; guilt; greed; jealousy; make your list…we understand what Paul is saying.  Our Gospel has Jesus encountering his generation and he says no matter what we do, you’ll never be happy.  You’re prisoners of your own little worlds and miss so much.  And Zechariah comes with a wonderful proclamation of the Gospel as he talks about God’s new time when we will be “prisoners…of hope.”  Isn’t that a great image.  Think if the rest of your life were driven not by your past; not by your sin; not by your distorted image of the world; but by God’s gift of hope.

That’s why this Family does what it does.  Its why we go where we go…to a Soup Kitchen and an AIDS center in Newark; to the hills of Tennessee and of Tanzania; and to offices and play grounds and schools every day of the week.  Lest you missed it last week when we received new members, there’s a beautiful petition in our Litany for the Reception of New Members that says, “It is the Spirit which was in Jesus, who for us, is God’s example of what it is to be human and faithful.  It is the hope leading us to seek a better world, free of poverty and war and oppression and everything that dehumanizes people.  It is the spirit of Justice and peace revealed in Jesus.


I don’t mind being a prisoner of that hope any day.  It’s what it means to be an Easter people.
