7th Sunday of Easter 2008


“Go Check the Statement”


Who are you?  That’s a key question…because if you don’t know who you are, how can you know how to live in this world.

Arthur Miller is regarded by many as one of our great American playwrights.  And it’s almost 60 years now since his classic, “Death of a Salesman,” was produced on Broadway.  It won a Pulitzer Prize and a Tony and now more than half a century later it continues to be revived on Broadway and around the world.  Because it is a classic story.  Because it is a tragedy of the American Dream.  


For those of you not familiar with the story, it is the story of Willy Loman, a traveling salesman, and his family.  More it is about his unfulfilled and some would say unrealistic dreams.  Many say it is about Loman trying to be what he wasn’t.  And the line I will never forget from the show, is after Willy’s death when his son Biff says, “The tragedy is, he never really knew who he was.”


Can you imagine going through life and not knowing who you are?  It would affect your relationships.  It would affect your goals.  It would affect your values.  It would affect who you are and how you live.


And it’s no different with the church.  I have been working with congregations in crisis for almost 40 years and I have a simple rule of thumb:  Show me a congregation in crisis and I will show you a community that has forgotten who (and whose) they are.  And that’s why we’ve got such great lessons today on this last Sunday after Easter…this last Sunday before Pentecost.  Let me summarize them for you.  They tell us we are an Easter people.  People filled with resurrection hope…that changes us, that changes how we see the world.  They tell us we are God’s witnesses…to the whole world.  No selfish parochialism here.  They tells us that Christ empowers us to do awesome works in his name and for Christ’s sake.


Our Family of Faith has had to deal with more than its share of crises over the years as we sought to claim our servant identity.  As Peter reminds us in our second lesson, “the devil prowls to undo Christ’s work.”  And as we have weathered those storms and as we have struggled with ministry decisions there have been telling moments here in our Family.  I remember on more than a few of those occasions our Council President Phil Harrington indicating “Let’s go check our Mission Statement.”  And when we did, when we were reminded of our identity, the ministry decisions got much, much easier.


Page 2 of your Family Notes this morning has that Mission Statement.  It is there every week and it is in every major publication and communication of the Family:  The Family of Faith is a Christ-centered servant community that strives to be loving, forgiving, healing and affirming, as it continues to seek new opportunities to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world.  Sustained by the Holy Spirit, we worship, serve, learn, and grow together by sharing God’s gifts of our time, talents and treasures.

What can be said of the Church can be said for each of us.  We need to remember who we are:  We are God’s baptized, servant children.  Blessed with Easter hope and offered unbelievable opportunities to forever change God’s world.  God give us wisdom and strength to live like who we are.     
