4th Sunday after Pentecost



“NEEDY PEOPLE”

Who here is blessed by God?   How good it is to know God’s love and God’s care.


Now.  What are you going to do about it?


(I have a sense if I stopped right here, it might be far more effective than anything I might add…and it would come in as the second shortest sermon I’ve preached in my 26 years with you).


But my Protestant work ethic isn’t going to let you off that easy.  


I sometimes get weary of hearing folks talk about what they don’t have, instead of lifting up the rich blessings that fill there lives.  We are blessed with resurrection hope.  We are blessed with sacrificial grace.  We are blessed with Word and Sacraments that constantly share that grace and remind us of God’ love.  We are blessed with Christian community and with folks who love and care for us.  And by the way…materially, most of us live far better off than 99% of the world.  We are blessed…and what are we going to do about it?


Our Stewardship Committee is hard at work on our fall response program and our response for the whole coming year.  They came up with a great phrase, Faith’s Grateful Response.  There are a lot of wonderful ways to interpret those few words.  But they capture the very essence of the Gospel message this morning.


Lamentations, a book we seldom read in worship, has powerful words…God’s steadfast love never ceases, his mercies never come to an end, they’re new every day, great is your faithfulness.  Our Gospel lesson as we continue to read through Mark tells these wonderful moments of healing where people are brought back into life and into community.  How often I see those gifts here and in so many ways around us.  And God bless Paul who ties it together for us as he talks about the rich and the poor…about faith’s grateful response, about how those who are blessed care for those who are wanting.


Sad thing is, there are many who are so blessed but don’t acknowledge it, who don’t respond…we need to pray for these needy people and for all they are missing out on.
