4TH SUNDAY IN LENT 2007




COME HOME

As many of you know, I was born in New York City and spent a good bit of my childhood in Camden.  For a variety of reasons, I consider both places “home.”  Shortly after my father died, my mom had to sell our home in Camden; and when we finally got my aunt to move here to Jersey 20 years ago, we sold the family homestead in Queens.  Not having either of those places still in the family is a source of sadness.  I envy folks who can return “home” and be in the space where they grew up.  (Truth be told, whenever I’m out in Queens I drive by the old house; and at least a couple of times a year, Carol and I revisit our old neighborhoods in Camden).  There is something special about going home.  I think we often forget the bad memories and difficult times…as we travel to a distant past of security, good memories and being cared for.

One of my favorite holiday songs is “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.”  Written and first recorded during World War II when so many were so far from home, it has powerful lyrics that transcend time and space. And what a classic line, “I’ll be home for Christmas, if only in my dreams.”  We’re back to that place of comfort, and safety and security.
All of which makes today’s Gospel lesson one of the most familiar in Scripture and one of the most beloved descriptions of God’s grace.  Known as the story of the Prodigal Son, it is much more the story of the Faithful Father.  Today’s Gospel is about God’s readiness and God’s willingness to always call us back home.  To remind us of the open and outstretched arms of a cross, that wait to encompass us with unconditional forgiveness and immeasurable love.

I hope you saw the painting on the way in.  Our own Dick Anderson’s capturing of today’s Gospel.  That painting regularly hangs in the lounge, where so many have come for healing.  Where families gather before funerals.  Where God’s grace and love are unconditionally shared. It’s a good visual for today’s lessons.

Our lessons today are at once a message of hope for everyone of us, who has ever wandered, roamed, strayed from where we should be.  They come as a reminder of God’s unconditional grace and love that offer forgiveness and new life…no matter what we’ve done, where we’ve been, or how long we’ve been gone.  And at the same time, this graceful word comes to define our ministry.  In a world that constantly wants to put limits on God’s love; and conditions on his grace, we are reminded today, that that is not the body of Christ.

In this powerful parable of the faithful father there is the call, “Come Home.”  And there is the invitation to share that message of hope.    

