3rd Sunday after Pentecost


“SELF MADE _____”


When I say the words “self made man,” “self made woman,” “self made whatever-fill in the blank,” what images come to mind?  For many it’s   Horatio Alger.  People who did it all themselves.  And while we on the one hand look and say, “how arrogant,” on the other, we play along with that game.  We want people to know how far we’ve come.  How hard we’ve worked.  How much we’ve done.  And in a community of achievers, it is hard not to get caught up with it all.  The problem with that is, as we begin to inculcate that belief into our lives, little by little, WE become the center of our universe.  We start to make our own rules.  We start to define our own morality.  And our view of God’s world is distorted.


I’ve told you before about one of Carol’s and my dear friends, Father Maurice who was a Benedictine monk.  He taught us so much about the order, which is so graceful in so many ways.  One of my favorite Benedictine quotes comes from Sister Joan Chittister, who said “Humility is the realization that human limitation is the gift that relates us to God, to the world, to the self and to others.  Pride drives a wedge between us and reality; humility is its glue.”  The Benedictines have a beautiful teaching about humility called the memoria dei, “awareness of God,” at all times, in all places, at the center of all things.”  Sister Joan tells us this awareness of God is not a goal to be reached, but a presence to be recognized.

And therein lies the point of our lesson and our Gospel today.  They are a powerful reminder of where our pride and arrogance lead us; and how God’s wonderful grace continues to touch us.


Luke tells the powerful story of Simon and the “uninvited woman.”  I love that description.  She wasn’t on Simon’s guest list.  Because she didn’t fit in.  And he in his arrogance, his pride, missed the presence of God in his midst.  And that woman in her humility was forever changed in that moment when Christ touched her.  We’re talking human nature.  That’s why Paul says, when I tried to do it on my own, I only got in trouble.  But when Christ touched me, my world was changed.


This is a hard teaching friends.  Because no matter what we say, our lifestyle, our values, our priorities often say that we believe more in the Protestant work ethic than we do the graceful Gospel of Jesus Christ.  And that’s why we have this community and why we need each other.  It is to keep God at the center.  To tell the world the difference Christ’s resurrection makes in our lives and our world.  And it is to keep watching for all the uninvited guests of God…at Broadway House, at the Soup Kitchen, in Tennessee….
