2nd Sunday after Pentecost  2007




“Time To Get Up”

Often our texts on any given Sunday tie together wonderfully.  But today we begin a series of texts which will diverge as we travel through the summer.  During these coming weeks we’ll be reading through the books of 1 & 2 Kings for our Old Testament lesson.  We’ll read Galatians and Colossians for our Second Lessons.  And we’ll be reading through the Gospel of Luke.  That said, there are some ties today. 
 All three of our lessons talk about God touching people, and giving them life.  It’s very simple in the first lesson and the Gospel.  First Elijah and then Jesus…they come face to face with death.  Jesus literally gets in the way of that funeral procession and out of that crowd, singles out that weeping mom and in that moment gives life.  And I need to tell you, I sit and listen to both these lessons and wonder…I’ve got folks on the prayer list, how about some action.  It’s not always that simple.  Then what’s the point?  Very simply, this story in Luke is at the beginning of the Gospel and it comes with the message that this Jesus is no ordinary prophet.  This is the power of God in their midst, to change all things.  This story is a precursor of Easter if you will.
And sandwiched in between these two texts is Paul’s story.  That’s what it is.  Paul kind of lays it out…I haven’t been the best of people.   Actually, I’ve got a pretty rotten track record.  And then God came and touched my life.   He told me its time to get up and live the way he wants me to live.  And that’s a wonderful story of grace.  Paul says if God can change me and give me life…he can work wonders with you.
That’s a powerful message for us this morning.  There’s got to be a few of us sitting here and wondering what God can ever do with us.  There’s got to be a few folks dead to so much around them because of their fear; their guilt; their anger; and their arrogance.  And God comes and stands in front of us and says, “Time to get up!”  Get out of that pile of garbage you’re laying in and live the life that I’ve called you to.  And when that happens, it doesn’t only change you, as Paul tells us, God uses us to change the world.

Today’s lessons are about new life.  They are about God’s grace.  They are about freedom from all that holds us back.  They are about Easter and the resurrection…and the new world it brings.  Listen carefully to the words of our next hymn.  It’s a new one.  It’s a beauty.  About God touching us…and our touching the world.

