2nd Sunday after Pentecost 2009

“Now You Don’t See It…Now You Do”

Do you remember the old magician’s line, “Now you see it…Now you don’t?”  Well today I want to flip that around, Now you don’t see it, now you do.

Because I want to talk about how God so often works in our world and in our lives.  I want to talk to you about the kingdom of God.  Because that is what Jesus was talking about in the parables this morning.  He was talking about the hidden activity of God…the fact that God so often works in ways that we don’t see, that we miss.

And so he tells them the story of the seed.  It looks dead.  But you put it in the ground and later it grows this monstrous tree in which so many creatures find comfort.  That’s an image of the church.  There was that motley crew back in Jerusalem…talk about dead looking seeds…and from them God grew the Church, this church, that gives comfort, safety and hope to so many folk.  My sister Fran and her husband George have had a needlepoint on their wall for years.  It says rather simply “Who plants a seed beneath the sod and waits to see believes in God.”  
Do you remember planting seeds as a kid?  Wondrously, those dead looking little bits, sprout and they grow. What joy for a little one. And when we plant our seeds in the ground or in the cup, we do so believing they are to grow.  That’s faith.  And that is how God so often works.
Let me tell you a few quick stories.

15 years ago I was part of a strategy planning group for the Lutheran Church in Newark.  One piece of that mission was to start a mission in the Ironbound.  A decade ago it got started and they struggled and they struggled and they struggled.  But the current Pastors, Moacir and Maristela never gave up.  They kept ringing the doorbells and walking the streets.  Last Saturday Grace St. Stephan’s Community Church was received as a congregation of the Synod.  That’s the kingdom of God.  Now you don’t see it, but now you do.

Last weekend, Lois and Larry and Pastor and I were at the Synod Assembly.  One of the joys is to meet people I knew from long ago in my other parishes.  One of the great joys is to see people who didn’t want to get involved and yet we kept nudging them along.  Now they’re at Synod Assembly and they’re the Congregation President and they’re excited about ministry.  That’s the kingdom of God.  Now you don’t see it, now you do.

I need to be honest and tell you that it can be very frustrating being a Pastor, all the negative garbage you get to deal with.  But one of the things that keeps me going and one of the joys of serving so long in the same parish, is you get to see how people change, how they grow, how they respond to the Gospel.  Often in wondrous and surprising ways.  I’ll bet a few of you could tell your own stories about that.  Now you don’t see it, now you do.
In our second reading today, Paul urges us to walk by faith not sight.  To understand that God is working wonders in this world, in this church and in your life if you let him.  In so many unseen ways, the Spirit stirs and the kingdom comes.  In worship, in ministries that care and that dare, in relationships that remind us of the love of the Savior who died for us.  Paul says it simply, See, Everything has become new.
