21st Sunday after Pentecost 2007

“YOU’VE GOT SPUNK”

A few years ago when I was in high school, getting a job in a supermarket was considered a real catch.  And back then, you usually didn’t just go to the local market and sign on, rather, you went to the main or regional office and went through a fairly extensive application process.  Early in High School I set my sights on a job with Food Fair, back then the largest chain in the Philadelphia area.  And so I trekked to their national headquarters in Philly, filled out my papers, did all their testing, and I went home to wait for the call that didn’t come.  And so 6 weeks later, I did it all over again.  And again, no call.  Long story short…I made 4 more trips to the City over the next 6 months, and the point of the story comes on the last trip.  The personnel manager caught me as a I came in the door…put her arm around my shoulder and asked point blank…”If I find you a job will you stop coming in.”  A week later I began my employment with Food Fair, worked there through high school, all through college, and the year after and then through 4 years of Seminary.  It was a great job.  Truth be told, when I took my first parish, I took a major pay cut from this part time venture.  There is something to be said for perseverance.  I think back to those days whenever I read today’s Gospel lesson.  That woman was a pain.  But she was persistent.
One of my favorite stories from the old Mary Tyler Moore show tells of Mr. Grant telling Mary, “You’ve got spunk.”  “Oh, Mr. Grant” she says smilingly.  “I don’t like spunk,” he says.  A lot of people don’t like spunk, because then you have to deal with the person…with the issues they raise.
We are starting to get toward the end of the church year and we will start to see themes emerging that talk about how we deal with these end times.  And the message of our Gospel today is that God wants us to engage him.  If an unjust judge gives into that nagging woman, how much more will our loving Lord be there for us.  And the point of the lesson is, when we constantly are engaging God, we are acknowledging our relationship with him; we are acknowledging his place in our life.  And the reality, that we understand, because of Easter, God does care for us in all things…including life and death.
So hear the invitation…no matter what you face, God wants to hear from you.  And every time you do, you give witness to a faith…of a God who cares.
