19th Sunday after Pent.  2007      A FAITH FOR TODAY, A VISION FOR 






TOMORROW
What’s your favorite book of the Bible?  Matthew?  Mark?  Luke?  John?  Psalms?  Proverbs?  Isaiah?  1 Corinthians?  Romans?  Others?  No body picked Habakkuk, the source of our first lesson today?  Not too many I’d bet.  Truth be told, its not a book we touch on much, which means its message is hopefully, fresh, new and alive.  Did you hear the words this morning?  They were written 2600 years ago, 600 years before Christ, and yet they sound like they just jumped out of the Times this morning.  While we know little of this author, we get a clear message.  He is surrounded by injustice.  He is surrounded by senseless violence (he uses the term 6 times in his first two chapters).  He is surrounded by destruction.  And so here he’s having this dialogue with God:  Where the devil are you?  Did you ever felt like that?  You bet.  Both in our own personal tragedies and in the horrors of this terror and war filled world, we often wonder where God is.  And God’s response is simple:  God tells us in that first lesson,  write the vision, make it plain, because in the end, I am in charge.  I am the victor.  And so you keep your eye on that vision, on my promise of support, as you move through all your days, as you move through your difficult days, God says, I am there.
For us, that vision of the future is shaped by our faith in Jesus Christ.  We take seriously what Christ has taught us by his example about being a servant community, always with the vision of Easter constantly in front of us.  That vision of hope that because Christ lives, we SHALL live also, and that nothing, nothing, nothing can separate us from God’s love.  And it is that vision of servant ministry and that message of Easter hope that you and I are called to carry to the world around us.  That’s why this Family has the ministries that we do.  And it is why worship is our number one priority.
And when we stay focused like that, it enables this church, this Family, to be the church, to be the Body of Christ.  It means taking the promise of today’s Gospel lesson seriously, where Christ reminds us that even with the tiniest faith (like a mustard seed) God can do the most remarkable things.
Let me share just a couple of quick examples.

Last Sunday Barbara Maran was here from our Soup Kitchen…what a fantastic job she did in our Forum.  Our Soup Kitchen ministry began 23 years ago when Marion and Neil Holtzmann took a few of us over to Newark.  And it grew very slowly from that small hand full of folks the first year to a point where now over 1000 folks from this Family of Faith have made that journey to Newark.  And its a rare confirmand that doesn’t talk about this as being a life changing experience.  Most all of them get there.  From that tiny beginning, there has been  a witness to God knows how many thousands of people, on the line and in the wider community.  That’s about a faith living today with a vision of hope for tomorrow.

Second, our Ministry Center.  The very first sermon I ever preached was based on Proverbs 16.  “A man’s mind plans his ways but the Lord directs his steps.”  How prophetic that verse is…its a reality I daily live with.  Forever, we have been planning and dreaming and working to provide the most effective and viable Ministry Center in this place.  And we’ve had our spurts going forward, to the point of having a ground breaking a year ago.  And again and again the doors swung shut.  And last fall it seemed as if all were lost.  And as Pastor and I sat with representatives from the property across the street negotiating a parking lease there came that gift of God, when their rep asked if we were still interested in purchasing the whole property.  Bill McCracken and Phil Harrington quickly facilitated contacts with Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey and long story short, the bid for the property is now in, as we in partnership move forward with this half a billion dollar venture that will provide care for hundreds of God’s children, who happen to be a little older.  Through the shrewd negotiating skills of your Pastors, Faith’s financial investment has been the cost of  few meals for the planning group, not bad against a  $500 million project.  Talk about mustard seeds and gifts of God.  

Last, many of you know our little Town was wracked last December by a destructive anti-Semitic incident that laid bare a far more pervasive bigotry and ignorance not just here, but all around us.  Out of those events, Pastor quickly took the lead to gather the interfaith clergy in dialogue on a regular basis.  It’s been an absolute gift and blessing.  And out of those conversations, this year we will have our first Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship Service on November 19, right down the street at St. Andrews.  What a night that will be.  Parallel to Pastor’s work, I’ve been working with Rabbi Gershon co chairing the Mayor’s Diversity Task Force.  Never in the history of this community has such a diverse group of folks been brought together to work for justice.  Christian and Jew and Sikh, white, black and latino, gay and straight, young and old, physically challenged and advocates for the poor.  Police, school administrators and community folk who care about basic justice and fairness for all God’s children.  That’s another mustard seed that grew my friends, when folk were willing to walk together into an unknown future, because they knew God was with them.

You can put your trust in all kinds of things in this world…Habakkuk’s invitation is simple…put it where it belongs…My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  That is the gift of Easter with all of its new life, all of its grace, all of its hope for all our tomorrows.  It’s what makes little seeds grow.  It’s what enables God’s work to be done.  It’s about a faith for today, with a vision for tomorrow.
