16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 08

A MAJORITY OF ONE
My dear friend, Dick Anderson, for the last quarter century has had squatters’ rights to this first pew along with his wife Pauline and friend Don Treich.  Dick as many of you know, has had a long hospitalization, over six months now, and wondrously and joyfully, is within a few weeks of finally getting home.  His spark is back, his humor is there and all of us who love him rejoice.
I’ve known Dick for almost 26 years, but I really got to know him on our Tennessee Mission trips, a journey he and Pauline made for many, many years.  And he never, never stopped the quips, the humor, the one liners.  Frequently on those journeys, he’d see me sitting alone working and he’d always comment, “There’s Mac with all his best friends.”

I thought of Dick when I read this week’s lessons, particularly that first passage from Jeremiah.  Great line there in verse 17, “…under the weight of your hand (God), I sat alone, filled with indignation.”  
That is the theme that runs through our lessons today.  In a world where we so desperately struggle to fit in, God’s Word today calls us to stand out and stand up for the Gospel; for Christ; for the hurting world that surrounds us.  And understand, when we do, its not going to make people happy.  Because the powerful, the rich, the comfortable, want to keep it that way.
This is one of those days you can go home and forget the sermon.  Bet you never thought you’d hear that from my lips.  But on the condition that you go home and read our lessons again, and again.  They are wonderful, they clear, and they are not ambiguous.

Jeremiah talks about how its hard to stand alone when everyone else is going the other way.  He talks about our opportunity to be God’s mouth in a world that needs to hear his message, his Word.
As we continue to read through Romans, Paul gives very practical advice on life and lifestyle for us.  Our lesson concludes, “Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”  How contrary to how we often live.
And our Gospel…Matthew reminds us that to follow Jesus is not about jumping on the gravy train but rather about walking to the cross.  A Christian’s life is about caring for others…even when it means we need to  stand, to sit, to speak, to act, alone.

I’ve had a growing re-acquaintance with Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.  Wonderful book.  It is the story of Atticus Finch who stands and speaks and acts with integrity, with morality, with dignity.  Often alone in his hateful, racist society.  One of the great quotes in that book is simply this…”The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”    That’s how God calls us, to be who our baptisms tell us we are…servants of Jesus Christ.
