15th Sunday after Pentecost  2009   



“NEW BEGINNINGS”

(My Bookbag).  What’s it smell like?  NEW.  Every time we get to September, I have solid memories of going back to school.  Starting a new year.  I didn’t have a fancy book bag like this, but rather one of those big notebooks that you could zip up.  It had that new smell.  And what was wonderful about that new year was that it was a fresh beginning.  That teacher I had last year wouldn’t be there to remember I didn’t always get my homework in.  That teacher that was unreasonably hard in grading would be gone.  And I figured I was a year older and I came with all kinds of good intentions, resolutions to be more disciplined, to work harder.  It’s a good feeling to have, isn’t it?  There’s something special about having a fresh start, a new  beginning.
All Saints Day, November 1, will mark my 27th anniversary here with the Family of Faith. And I need to tell you, even after all these years, I am so excited about this wonderful time of NEW BEGINNINGS.  God willing and with a Grateful Response on our stewardship program, we will get back to full strength and call our second Pastor.  A new beginning.  We are literally weeks away from our meeting with the Town for approval of our Ministry Center plans, with construction to hopefully follow by the first of the year.  A new beginning.  And hopefully in October, Lutheran Social Ministries will have their meeting with the Town for our Continuing Care Retirement Community across the street.  Another new beginning.  Today, Sunday School began; tomorrow Nursery School opens; Monday night Bible Study begins; Peer Leaders have their dedication Eucharist next Sunday evening; Broadway House visits start anew Tuesday…everywhere you look there are so many wonderful examples of God’s gift of new life for this very special servant community.
Ultimately, new beginnings occur here every Sunday.  As Pastor or I stand at this font and proclaim the forgiveness and grace of God, that means each of us had that moment when we start anew with God, and with our sisters and brothers.  Every Sunday as we hear the Easter message, we are strengthened to face world anew.  Every Sunday as we read lessons like our Gospel today, it hopefully is enough to knock us off our comfort and convenience Christianity and to have a new beginning with a commitment to Jesus Christ.
Thank God for new beginnings.  
