14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

         “I’M IN…YOU’RE NOT”


Folks tease me because I am a compulsive “news clipper.”  We get 4 weekly news magazines, plus the Ledger and the Times, and as I go through, I’m constantly tearing out articles for family, for friends and for my files.  Last Saturday I got a gem.  The headline read, “Klan Expects Boost From An Obama Win.”  The article read, “They’re not exactly rooting for Barack Obama, but prominent white supremacists anticipate a boost to their cause if he becomes the first black president.  His election, they say, would trigger a backlash-whites rising up, a revolution of sorts-that they think is long overdue.  He’d be a ‘visual aid,’ says former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke, in trying to bring others around to their view that whites have lost control of America.  Obama’s election…would jar whites into action, writing letters, handing out pamphlets, rather than sitting around complaining.”


 Unbelievable.  And yet it’s very believable.  Because racism thrives on our sin.  Our need to put ourselves “in” by putting others “out.”  That is what drives racism, sexism, ageism, homophobia, xenophobia and every other hatred that undermines the community and the wholeness that God desires and intends.  And in its overt and in all its subtle and insidious forms, it is what drives politics in our country and around the world.  They appeal to our worst instincts.  Very simply, the religious right is wrong.

Today we have lessons that say things that shouldn’t have to be said.  But they do.


Isaiah tells us in no uncertain terms that a relationship with God is all about faithfulness, and not about race or nationality.


As we continue to read through Romans, Paul reminds us that God continues his relationship and blessing with the Jewish people-a sharp rebuke to the anti-Semitism that fills our world, our communities and sadly, our churches.


And the Gospel…well the medium is the message.  Jesus heals the daughter of a woman and a pagan…offending the exclusionist sensitivities of his community.  The kind of act he does again and again. All of which leads to the cross.

And it all defines our Family ministry.  From the AIDS center in Newark to the Jewish Community Center in Summit; from and African partner to an Appalachian ministry.  All that we are and all that we are about is meant to define our Family as an inclusive, servant community that shares the love of Christ.
