13th Sunday after Pentecost 09

“Religious or Faithful?” 

It’s hard to believe but we’re getting to the end of summer.  It seems like it just got here and now it’s almost gone.  But a rich summer it’s been. Dozens of little ones shared in a wonderful Vacation Bible School experience back in June.  3 dozen of our folks spent a week in Appalachia in July sharing the Gospel.  New members have been received with more planned for September.  A group of our Peer Leaders went to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  Hundreds of meals were served at our Soup Kitchen and this last week our Hospitality guests were back with us again.  Wondrously, our Continuing Care Retirement Community has risen like a phoenix while at the same time all of our papers have been submitted to the Town for building approval on our Ministry Center.  And God bless them, our summer choir has averaged a dozen and a half people all summer long, providing rich music to enhance and enrich this most important ministry that we share.  We have so much for which to be thankful. And midst it all, we have worshiped in dozens, if not hundreds of churches around the world, affirming the fullness of this Body of Christ.  And today we continue this journey back together that culminates in two weeks, as we prepare for another year of ministry.
And what great lessons we have for this last Sunday in August.  Our first reading reminds us that God gives the gift of law to give order to our lives and community.  (When we talk about Law and Gospel, we dare never forget that they are both gifts of God).  It is such a rich gift, the writer says, “share it with your children.  And their children.”  But our Gospel tells us, by the time of Christ, the external law had become and end to itself, and what was in a person’s heart had gotten lost in the shuffle.  That’s why our second lesson is such a gift.  It reminds us that what God wants is not pontificating show; but a heart on fire with the Gospel.


There is a world of difference between being “religious” (spiritual) and being faithful.  After 39 years of ministry there’s probably no greater frustration for me as a Pastor than to see people who talk a good game, but ignore the call of Christ to discipleship and commitment.  Mark makes it plain in our Gospel, that sadly for too many, there is too great a distance between our mouths and our hearts. 
At the heart of our lessons today is the question, “how do we respond to God for all the blessings and life that fill our lives?”  That’s why you’re going to be hearing a lot this fall about Faith’s Grateful Response.  It’s how the faithful live.  


It’s an ancient story…so many are “religious” and often too few are faithful.   Deuteronomy talks about the closeness of God and the need of the people to be faithful in their response.  James reminds us that real faith lives out a servant ministry with our neighbors.  Mark’s Gospel reminds us of the need to close the long distance that is too often between our hearts and our lips.  Good lessons today to call us to faithfulness. 

