12th Sunday after Pentecost    “Christian Living Isn’t Easy With Pastor Mac”

It is good to be back.  Thank you for your cards and notes and remembrances.  These have been difficult days, particularly in the beginning when we knew we were dealing with pancreatic cancer, but before we knew what exactly that would mean for us.  What an awesome gift to get the word two weeks after my surgery that while I did have pancreatic cancer, I had a very rare form which would not require chemo or radiation given the success of the surgery.  With that behind us, I now head back to the Simon Center on the 29th to have seeds implanted for the prostate cancer and then hopefully this most unusual summer will be over.  Midst all the anxiety and stress, there has also been the frustration of having such a lack of energy during this recovery period.  And if all of this has been hard for me, its been harder for Carol.  I’m not the world’s best patient.  If we Lutherans have this grace thing wrong and you have to earn your way to heaven, Carol’s covered after these last ten weeks.  All that said, you’d think that was where today’s sermon title came from, “Christian Living Isn’t Easy With Pastor Mac.”  But not so.  That little gem comes from one of our bulletins here many years ago.  I was teaching an evening course, “Christian Living Isn’t Easy,” and when the announcement appeared in the bulletin, it read, “Christian Living Isn’t Easy With Pastor Mac.”  Snickers.  More than a few people were heard to comment, “I could have told you that.”  Needless to say, it only ran one week.
The course was good because it flew in the face of popular, cultural religion, and made clear that to be a faithful servant of Jesus Christ is to stand in opposition to all the forces and powers and temptations that surround us.  Do you remember our baptismal liturgy?  It asks three questions:  Do you renounce all the forces that defy God?  Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Now that’s a different image from the pop culture religion that tells us that Christianity is soft and cuddly.  That faith is comfort and convenience.  No Christian living isn’t easy.  Because we live in a sinful, selfish world.  We may not suffer the deprivations that Hebrews writes of this morning, but listen to the Gospel.  And understand the call to faithful witness.  To live and speak of sacrifice for others when selfish hedonism is an institutionalized way of life.  To call for peace when war is all too easy an answer.  To proclaim a hope that transcends what we can see and touch and feel, often seems foolish.  But therein lies the hope of this day.  Therein lies the Gospel.   For as Jeremiah reminds us, ours is a God who fills all the earth.  Ours is a God who forever changed all things on Easter morning with that resurrection that gives new life to God’s people.  Ours is a God who sends us with a message…knowing that it’s not always easy.  But with a promise to empower us to do this work to which we are called.
