11TH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2009  
“RECALCULATING”

It was 5 or 6 years ago that our kids chipped in and got us this wonderful little gadget for Christmas.  A GPS.  I know many of you have them and for those of you who don’t, you punch in an address and a map comes up on the screen and this little voice gives you step by step directions on getting to your destination.  As I’m out in my daily ministry it has proven a Godsend in getting me to new folks’ homes, to distant hospitals, to out of town meetings.  And as Carol and I have traveled, particularly on our annual meander to Boston, you punch in food, then it gives you a selection of all types of restaurants, you take your pick and we have found some delightful places.  You run low on gas, as I am wont to do, and all you do is hit the fuel button and it takes you to the nearest gas station.  (Need to tell you the kids had a debate among themselves as to whether mom and dad could handle this high technology).  It is a wonderful gift that keeps on giving.

I mentioned that along with the map, there are voice instructions that take you step by step through your journey.  You can pick any of a wide variations of voices…we stayed with the default, which I describe as a stern woman with a bit of an attitude.   She snaps out her directions, and every once in a while, by choice or by chance, we go the wrong way, and she promptly comes on and announces, “Recalculating!”  And then she issues a new set of instructions to get us back on course.  And if you don’t follow her, that “recalculating” comes again and again (and I swear she sounds like she’s getting madder and madder).  It’s a great little resource.


And as I read this week’s lessons two months ago, I couldn’t help but think of my friend in the box.  Recalculating.  Our first two lessons today in particular are filled with God giving us direction on how to live.  “Turn here” says the writer of Proverbs, “lay aside immaturity and live, walk in the way of insight.” And our lesson from Ephesians talks specifically about what it is God wants us to do, where it is God wants us to go.


But the fact is, even though we know what God wants for us and from us, most of us wander off in our own directions.  And so God comes continually in our lives and in our world, and tells us “recalculating.”  Turn around, go where you should go and do what you should do.  God comes in the Word; God comes in the Sacraments; God comes in the lives of others to call us to faithfulness, to right direction if you will.

But truth be told, we’d often rather go our own way.  Too many of us think faith should be about comfort and convenience, rather than commitment and Christ.  We did a wonderful course a few years ago based on the wonderful little Max Lucado book, “It’s Not About Me.”  Sadly, that’s the downfall of faith for too many folks…they’re so busy focusing on themselves, Jesus Christ gets lost in the shuffle.  I’ve seen it again and again and often with tragic consequences.  (That’s why we begin every liturgy with a confessional). 


Our Gospel tells us today of this continuous feast that God offers.  God constantly calls us away from our distractions to the feast.  God constantly calls us to sacrificial ministry and commitment.  Recalculating…thank God.
