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“Let the children come to me, " Jesus said.  At Faith, ministry, which brings children and youth to Christ, is given great importance.  In response to the Family of Faith's promises made in baptism, we offer a variety of children and youth programs.

BAPTISM

This is the place where life itself begins.  Through water and God's Word, we are joined to God in a special way.  We are connected to Jesus' own death and resurrection, meaning that we have the gift of an everlasting life with God.  This is a re-birth that frees us to serve.  At Faith, Baptism plays a central role in our life together.  Understanding that Baptism is a gift given by a loving God, we baptize people of all ages, including infants.  Periodically, Baptism orientations are offered for parents to talk about the liturgy and the many resources we offer. 

FAITH ACTIVITIES BY AGE GROUPS

Depending on the age of your children, Faith provides ways to participate in church-related activities and outreach missions.

INFANTS AND TODDLERS

· Cradle Roll — information sent to parents via mail that gives suggestions on sharing faith in age-appropriate ways; cards celebrating the anniversary of baptism are mailed
· “From the Font” Newsletter  — mailing on family activities at Faith
· Car Seat Safety Inspection — Union County Police come to Faith and offer free car and booster seat inspections to the community
PRESCHOOL - KINDERGARTEN

· Sunday Church School — beginning at age 3, children participate in weekly program (Sept. — June) to learn basic Bible stories and sing songs

· Beginner Bibles — given to 3-year-olds who are just starting Sunday Church School

· Faith Nursery School — Faith provides the option of a Christ-centered nursery school for children aged 2-1/2- to 5-years-old; families of students are encouraged to participate in the Church’s outreach ministries; in the past, the school has donated funds to build an OB-GYN clinic in Nicaragua and a nursery school in Tanzania

· Faith Saturday Morning — Talofa the Clown and Mr. Musik present a kids show on Bible stories
KINDERGARTEN – 2ND GRADE

· Sunday Church School

· Pictures Bibles — given to 2nd graders in February

· Faith Singers — choir of K to 5th graders who sing twice a month and on Christmas eve

3RD GRADE – 5TH GRADE

· Sunday Church School

· F.I.S.H. — programs for children featuring games, crafts, a  Bible story video and songs; held twice during the year and once in the summer

· First Communion — youth are invited in 5th grade to receive their First Communion on Holy Thursday during Lent; prior to this, youth have Bible and Catechism work to complete and a day-long retreat during Lent

· Faith Singers — choir of K to 5th graders who sing twice a month and on Christmas eve

6TH GRADE – 8TH GRADE

· Sunday Church School

· New Revised Standard Version Bibles — given to 6th graders entering the Confirmation process

· Confirmation  — program starts in 6th grade and usually concludes in 8th grade on the Festival of Pentecost

· Celebration Singers — choir of teens who sing three times a month and at special services

HIGH SCHOOL (Peer Leaders)

· Youth Forum — held every Sunday during Sunday Church School time

· Dedication Eucharist — a September gathering for those who are willing to commit to weekly worship and participation in Youth Forum as a Peer Leader

· Fellowship — events held monthly such as galactic bowling and a summer send-off party for graduating seniors and in-coming 9th graders

· National Youth Gathering — held every three years; chance to join other ELCA teens from across the country

· Outreach programs — teach songs, do skits and perform for children in Sunset Gap, TN during the church’s annual summer outreach trip; organize Christmas party at ARC Group Home; send college care packages to former peer leaders

· Worship service — participation during worship in a variety of roles

· Train Confirmation-aged youth to be leaders at worship service as acolytes and crucifers

· Celebration Singers — choir of teens who sing three times a month and at special services

· Summer Choir — adults and teens who sing during the summer months at worship

· Rejoice Ringers — bell choir of adults and teens

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILIES

The Family of Faith understands itself to be a servant community.  The Family supports ministries including the ELCA World Hunger drive, Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ, local hospital chaplaincies, and local shelters and schools.  Children are encouraged to support the church’s outreach ministries from the time they begin attending Sunday Church School.  Some of the past programs have funded:  fish farms in Tanzania; livestock for Haiti and Africa; and, relief for Nicaragua.  The Sunday Church School has also collected donations of backpacks and winter gloves, hats and mittens for local children.

Youth and families are encouraged to support Faith’s ministries including:

· ARC Group Home — throughout the year, various programs are held in conjunction with this residential home for adults living with disabilities

· Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, Jersey City, NJ — mission partnership includes work days, shared retreats and pulpit exchanges

· Christmas Sharing — gift sharing to ARC Group Home, Community Service Association (CSA), Christ Our Savior and Cheshire Home; Faith Nursery School supports local families through Evergreen School in Plainfield, NJ

· Crop Walk — a local walk that raises money to fight global hunger through the efforts of Church World Service and locally for St. John’s Roman Catholic Soup Kitchen in Newark, NJ

· Fall Food Collection — families help collect, contribute, sort and transport food to the Starfish Pantry in Plainfield, NJ and to CSA for local residents

· Hospitality — families help provide meals, serve as overnight hosts and tutors for families when they stay at Faith as part of the Interfaith Hospitality Network

· Pedals for Progress — spring collection of bikes and gently used sporting equipment which are donated globally to those in need

· St. John’s Roman Church Soup Kitchen — Confirmands and Peer Leaders assist on a regular basis by serving some of the monthly meals in Newark, NJ

· Sunset Gap Mission Trip — a multi-generational group who go to Tennessee to provide a week-long children’s camp program and housing rehabilitation

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILIES

There are many more outreach ministries in which older children and adults can participate, including Carpenter’s Carvers, Faith Builders, Kiwakukki AIDS Center, Living Waters Lutheran Church in Flemington, NJ and Mboreny Lutheran Parish in Moshi, Tanzania, among others.

· Advent Devotionals — families gather to make a devotional for the holidays

· Faith Family Fun — periodically, families of young children gather for crafts and stories

· Family Game Night — families gather to share games and have pizza

· Family Picnic — families gather to share food and have fun outside 

· Living Nativity — members of Faith reenact the story of Jesus’ birth

· Parents of Young Children — social night out for parents of young children
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