25th Sunday after Pentecost  2007
 “Hopeless Times and People of Hope” 
Idle hands are.....the devil’s tool.  How many times so many of us have heard that in our lives?  It is part of that whole fabric that makes up our Protestant Work Ethic.  You may remember that from your history or sociology classes.  That belief that became institutionalized here in our country, that if you worked hard, God would bless you.  And that if you were poor, or marginalized, it was a sign of your sloth and God’s disfavor.  Our second lesson today wrongly contributed to that heresy and we need to say honestly, too often became a justification for indifference to the poor-and a justification for the institutionalized greed and avarice that too many times have become a way of life politically.  One of the great blessings that we have shared together in our congregation is the involvement of our Family of Faith and Bill McCracken’s leadership in the Bishop’s Business Leaders’ Anti-Poverty Task Force.  It was a time to look poverty in the eye and to dispel the horrible myths that have justified society’s selfishness and the church’s indifference.  Our second lesson today is about a particular situation in the church in Thessalonica, where people thought Jesus was coming back momentarily, and so they stopped everything.  And its in that context that the apostle says, “That’s not what you should be doing.”

Our lessons today are all about the last times.  Our Church Year ends next Sunday, and so our lessons and our sermons both weeks talk about how we address these final days.  And you know what?  I’ll bet in this age of terror and 9/11 horror, we hear these lessons with new ears. Because people are afraid.  And people are stressed.  And so the Church’s message for these days as for all days is very simple and very basic.


We are a people of hope.  We trust that God is with us every step of the way, even, and especially on the days and nights when He seems so far away.  And this is where this community of faith becomes so critical.  It is our job to speak of hope, to live hope, even in the face of the world’s hopelessness.  Two quick observations. First, when asked what he’d do if the world was about to end, Luther responded, he’d go work in his garden. That’s not a glib comment.  It is a reminder again, that we are a people of hope, who take our baptisms seriously.  We are promised that at the end of all things, God is the victor and God gives life.  And so until that day comes, we are called to faithfully live and share the grace with which God has touched our lives.  Simply put, we move ahead knowing that God is in charge.


Second, a very personal note.  As Carol and our family and I went through the horror of the cancer diagnosis last Spring and that month when we thought my days would be numbered in months rather than in years, it was a time for a lot of prayer and reflection.  And a time to hear anew the resurrection promise, not as a part of the liturgy, but as a reality and a gift for those dark days.  It is what got us through.  And I wonder, how people cope in this world without that gift, without that hope.  By the grace of God, we got unexpectedly good news with this rare cancer; and now find ourselves living anew again with that hope and that promise that God alone provides.


The whole ministry of our Family of Faith is about hope.  From our care and advocacy of the poor, to our constant outreach with the resurrection message, to our Continuing Care Retirement Community, to the day to day study and worship that proclaims God’s gifts and God’s promise.  We are a people of hope.

Today we are using an alternate post communion prayer; one that we used in the months and years after 9/11.  It has very special meaning for members of our Family:  Lord God you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Not a bad prayer for these end times.   Not a bad prayer for people of hope.
